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submitting to the PuWic the following 
Notice of the Convention of Royal Burghs 
of Scotland, from its Origin down to the 
Completion o£ the Treaty of Union between Eng- 
land and Scotland in 1707, as also the measures 
adopted by which the Royal Burghs came to be repre- 
sented in Parliament, and the Convention's gradual de- ! 
velopment as a constitutional body, the author has I 
brought the work down to that date in the meantime, 
and in the form adopted, but should it meet with ap- | 
proval it will be continued to a later period. At aJl-J 
events, the same may give some idea of what the Con- 
■vention, in the olden times, did in the promotion and | 
furtherance of measures tending to the encouragement J 
-and prosecution of trade and commerce, the general 1 
welfare of the inhabitants of Scotland, and its inde 
pendence as a nation. 

J. M. 




JHERE are not a few Scotsmen resident onj 
the north side of the Tweed, — who knowin 
little if anything of the institution 
" The Convention of Royal Burghs of Scotland " except 
from a cursory perusal of reports in the newspapers of 
meetings of committeea, or the annual conclave of the Con- 
vention itself, held during April, in Edinburgh, — to whom J 
the meaning of the term " Convention of Royal Burgha ' 
is somewhat of a mystery ; while some others, unaware 
of the beneficial results derived from the working and 
administration of the Convention in the past, but looking 
entirely at the great changes, political and social, that 
have taken place in the country during the last fifty 
years, call in question the utility of the Convention a 
the present day, these changes, in their opinion, rendoi 
ing its continuance as a representative institution i 
cesaary. It has occurred to the author, that a few | 
observations on the origin of the Convention, the work 
performed by it in the past, and a few st-dcctionst ai -^Wk 
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wa.s done, may, while giving some information on the 
subject, assist in diapelling erroneous impressions, and 
show that the Convention of Royal Burgha (including 
what are termed Parliamentary Burgha), through the 
annual gathering of the members considering the reports 
of the numerous committee meetings held during the 
year on the various matters remitted to, or brought under 
notice by them, — such as observations on bills introduced 
into Parliament of a political, social, or sanitary character, 
or as to the introduction of these through the influence 
of the Convention as a body being brought to bear on 
individual Members of Parliament, — is not only at the 
present day worthy of the support of all Scotsmen, but 
that it is a duty incumbent on them to maintain, in full 
vigour, the only remaining and most ancient repreaenta^ 
tive constitutional body in Scotland, the members of 
which, to a large extent, being merchants engaged in 
commerce or trade, and selected by the Town Councils 
of the Burghs, are therefore well qualified to suggest 
measures beneficial to the now United Kingdom. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Origin of tkf ■'■ ConTenliim of Royal Biir^hs" and koiv the.\ 
Burghs came to be Represented in Parliament. 

^^EgM TIRING tbe earlier periods of Scottish Histoiy^ 
y 1^3 1| the nobles and barons had supreme control 
i |j_jjg&g over the inhabitants within their respective 
districts or territories, the monarch having little, if 
any, real power, the baron, or chief, exercising the I 
functions of a judge, by himself or deputy, over hi» 
immediate vassals, or clansmen ; and even when a crime 
was committed by a vassal in another's district, the 
baron, under a right called repledging, could demand 
delivery of the culprit from the loiii of the district where 
the alleged offence was committed, and try him before 
his own tribunaL In this way mutual benefits were 
secured to lord and vassal, and it was only after the 
Reformation that any reduction of these powers was . 
effected, the barons combining to resist all attempts tOtl 
restrict or infringe upon their so-called rights. The 
nobles and landowners again entered mto Hv\ifcGsi-\««i^, 
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or agreemants, called Bonds of Manrent, by which, w 
one was assailed in any way, the others were hound to 
assist him with their retainers, if need be, even in 
questions with the Crown. Various and numerous 
attempts had been made by successive monarchs to 
conti-ol the nobles, but with little effect. The RoyaJ 
Burghs, it may Ije said, were the main source from 
"which our earlier monai'chs derived material assistance. 
During the reign of David the Fir.st, 1124-11.53, sixteen 
Royal Burghs had been ci'eated, these being Aberdeen, 
Dumfries. Edinburgh, Forfar, Haddington, Inverkeith- 
ing, Jedburgh, Lanark, Linlithgow, Montrose, Peebles, 
Perth, Ruthcrglen, St Andrews, Selkirk, Stirling. 

Royal Burghs held their charters direct from the 
Crown, the magistrates had judicial authority within 
defined limits, and the burgesses therein certain privi- 
leges in the way of trade or manufacture. In 1295 we 
find the first union among the Royal Burghs, when the 
burghs of Edinburgh, Stirling, Berwick, and Roxburgh 
(termed the Parliament of the Four Burghs) met in con- 
vention, to concert measures for the mutual support of 
all the Burghs, and to treaty ordain, and determine, upon 
all things concerning the Lord Chamberlain Court. The 
Lord Chamberlain was a high officer of State, presided 
at the Parliament of the Four Burghs, had the inspection 
of all the burghs and right to inquire into the conduct 
of the magistrates, saw that the revenues were properly 
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applied, heard disputes 'betweeii hurgeBSus and gave de- 
cision thereon. These meetings of the burghs were held 
■doivn to 1327-28, when King Rohert the Bnice en- 
deavoured to secure the support of the citizen class, or 
hurghal community, by giving them a share in the ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the kingdom; and at a 
parliament then held by him in Holyrood, ordisred that 
representatives from the then Royal Burghs be admitted 
into the Three Estates o£ the Kingdom. But for long after 
that date, they had little, if any, political power, further 
than being, as it were, authorised by Parliauient to see 
that the demands of the State, in the raising of a certain 
number of men dining war, or quota of taxes, or levy, 
was supplied by the respective burghs. This admission 
of representatives from the Royal Burghs was the first 
break made in the compact body of the feudal nobility 
as an exclusive and dominant class. In 1368, Berwick 
and Roxburgh being then in the possession of England, 
at a parhament or Convention of Burghs held at Perth, 
during the reign of David the Second, Lanark and Lin- 
lithgow were selected to fil! the places of Berwick and 
Roxburgh, and the Convention was ordered to meet at 
Haddington, Robert the Thinl, in 1405, extended the 
number of representatives in Convention, by ordaining 
that two or three suiBcient burgesses from tsach Royal 
Burgh on the south side of the water of Spey appear 
yearly at Convention to be held m ^'wiXwifj. "Vti. "S.^^^, 



4 THE rONVESTTOy OF 

the Court of the Pai'liaiiient of the Foui' Burghs was 
appointed to be held in Edinhuryh, witli commissioners, 
and aasessora, " in manner used anri wont." This was 
done by Letters Patent under the Great Seal, dated 5th 
November 1454, commanding the Chamberlain, or his 
deputy, to call tbe Convention together. King James 
the Third, also, had many contentions with hia nobles,, 
and endeavoui-ed to restrict their power, at same tiuie to 
encoui'age tbe agricultural or tenant class; and in 14(i9, 
at a parliament held by bini, an act was passed, giving 
tenants under lea'^e from the nobles secui-ity for the 
possession of their lands during the ciUTency of their 
leases, and protection of their effects from the creditors. 
of the nobles or proprietors of the land, who, previou-sly, 
iconld seize whatever was on the land, whether it be- 
longed to the tenant or not, thus causing much hardship 
to tbe tenant. For assistance received from the burgh 
of Edinburgh, in his contentions with certaui of tbe 
nobles, tbe king granted a charter of liberties to the 
city, the provost being made hereditary sliei'iff within 
the bounds ; tbe council were also empowered to make 
bye-laws for the good government of the town ; and tlie 
trades or incorporations were pi-esented with a baunei', 
which ia still preserved, and known as the "Blue Blankc-t." 
By an Act of Parliament, held on 1st Octobur 
1487, during the reign of tbe same king, the Con- 
vention was placed on a widei-Lajjs, by calling together,. 
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in a, duly authorised and constiUitioiial manner, onec 
a. year, representatives from the whole Royal Bui'ghs 
in Scotland, thereby giving them an opportunity 
of considLTing and adopting' measures not only for the 
ironiiiion profit of the burgha, but for the country at 
large. Ten additional bui'ghs had, up to that date, been 
added to the roll, their chaiiers having been gi'anted by 
King David II., Eobeit HI., James II., and James III., 
these being Bervie or Inverber\'ie, Cupar-Fife, Dunbar, 
Renfrew, Rothesay, North Berwick, Fortrose, Kirkcud- 
bright, Wigton, and Kirkwall. The Act of Parliament 
of 1487 enacted, " that Commissioners of ail Burrowes 
baitli south and north, sail convene and gadder together 
aince ilk yeare in the Burche of Inverketthin, on the 
mome eftir Sanct James daie, with full commissioune, 
and thair to conimune and treate upoune the weilfare of 
raei-chandise, the gude i-ule and atatutis for the common 
profite of the Eurrowis, and to provide for remeid 
upoune the skaith and injuries auatened, within tl 
Burrowis, and quhat Burche that eompeiris nocht, thi 
saides daie, be thair Commissaria, to paye to the costia 
■of the Commiasaris present, five pundis, and yearlie to 
hae oure Soverane Lordis Letter to desti'eyne thairfoir, 
and for the inbringing of the saymn." The fine 
raised to "ten pundis," and in 1579 to "twentie pundis.' 
The clerk, agent, or collector of the Convention, was ap- 
pointed to recover the fines ■, atvi an. KiA. (i'i'¥«E^'«vsa.'e^*. 
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1607 allowed execution to pass, and authoritj- 
agent to compel payment from the burglia absent fro 
the meetings. Down to the year 1500, the c 
of the Parliament of the Four Royal Burghs was rS^ 
tained, and the meetings were presided over hy this LoriJ 
Chamberlain, or his deputy, and continued ao until 1529, 
when the commissioners from the different burghs alone 
met, the provost of the burgh where the meeting was- 
held actipg as the president. In 1552 they agreed to- 
meet in Edinburgh, although the Act of 1487 had ap- 
pointed Inverkeithing to be the place of meeting. No' 
records o£ that burgh prior to 1580 are believed to be in 
existence. Meetings were, however, held in various other 
burghs, as will be noticed hereafter. King James the 
Sixth, in 1578, authorised the Convention to meet "foure 
tymes in the yeare for sic materia a-s concerns thair 
Estait, and in quhatever Burehe it sal he thocht ex- 
pedient." This liberty was never made use of. They- 
occasionally met twice a year, however. The privileges 
of the Convention were frequently confirmed and re- 
newed, and a charter by King Charles the Second, 
obtained by the Duke of Lauderdale, again confirmed 
these, and fixed the dues, &c. 

As already obsei'ved, the commons or citizens had little 
control in the management of the national affairs until 
1327-28, when the Royal Burghs were allowed to send 
representatives to the "Three Eg^r^^ of Parliament;" 
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the ail ministration being almost entirely in the hands of 
the king or regent, nobles, the bishops, and higher ranks 
of the clergy before the Reformation,^ the nobles includ- 
ing every one who held their land as vassals of the 
Crown, — and these composed the Scottish Parliament. 
In 1427 the lesser barons or landowners were exempted, 
on account of excuses made by reason of the expense, 
from attending meetings of the Three Estates of Parlia- 
ment, provided they sent representatives from each 
county ; and gi'adually that excuse was maile the 
ground of restriction, and other restrictions were adopted 
and enforced by those of higher rank, resulting in an 
Act being passed in 1587, by which the lesser barons 
were excluded altogether, except those sent by the 
counties as representatives, thus again asserting might 
or power over right. This system of representation 
continued until WH9, when another change was effected, 
the abolition of prelacy taking away a number of the 
bishops as representatives, and thereby increasing the 
power of the burghs. At that date the number of Royal 
Burghs entitled to be represented in Parliament had 
increased to about seventy, but a few of these having 
fallen into a state of decay, and not having sent repre- 
sentatives for some years, were struck off the roll' in 
1707. The Scottish Parliament sat in one chamber, and 
voted collectively, up till the time of the Union with 
* Auchlemiuchty, Earlsfetr^', FaMa.iii,'^a-«\i>ifgft,— ■i*v\-cv'^''**" 
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England, when the United Parliament was styled ' 
Parliament of Great Britain. The Act of Union 1 
cap. S, provided that Scotland supplied forty-five mem- 
hers, fifteen of these beiny representatives from Royal 
Biu'ghs; the burgh of Edinburgh electing one, the re- 
maining burghs (sixty-fi^"e) being formed into groups, 
each group returning a repicsentative. The mode of 
election ailopted was, that each burgh comprised in the 
group or district elected a delegate, these delegates again 
met and chose a member to represent their district of 
burghs. The election of the representatives or delegates 
was vested in the magistrates and council of the difierent 
burghs, the latter body, again, being chosen by the 
burgesses. As already stated, the city of Edinburgh 
was the only bui-gh entitled to return a member to 
Parliament for itself, he being elected by a majority of 
the town couuciL 

The rights of the Crown and the People, as against 
the almost exclusive powers of the nobles, were thus 
gradually asserted and enforced, while the claiias of the 
latter to the control over their va.ssals Ijecame restricted. 
The Rebellions in 1715 and 1745 resulted in the with- 
drawal of that control, for in 174H, by Act of Parliament 
of the United Kingdom, all heritable jurisdictions held 
by the nobles or chieftains, except to a trifling extent, 
were transferred to the Crown. 

The above sj-steni of electing mem' ■"« to represent 
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the biirgJiR in Pai'liament continued until 1832, when 
the Reform Act was paflsed, which altered matters to a 
great extent. Bribery and corruption, both in counties 
and burgha in the United Kingdom, had been extensively 
(carried on, and an entirely new method of electing 
representatives was adopted under the Aet, for the pur- 
pose of securing purity and freedom of voting, and also 
extending the area from which the eleetora were selected. 
The choice of election w^aa taken from the town councils, 
and placed in the hands of electors whose qualification 
was £10 of rental and upwards. The representatives of 
the burghs were increased to twenty-three in number, 
making fifty-three members for Scotland, viz.:- — thirty 
for shires or counties i two each for Edinburgh and 
Glasgow ; one each for Aberdeen, Dundee, Greenock, 
Paisley, and Perth ; and one for each of foui-teen dis- 
tricts of hui'ghs and towns combined, termed Parlia- 
mentaiy Burghs. In 18S8 another Act was passed, 
still further extending the electoral ai'ea, by giving what 
may be teiTJied household suffrage, — every male resident 
of lawful age, and paying poor-rates, whether in Royal 
or Parliamentaiy Burghs, being entitled to vote; the 
Universities of Edinburgh and St Andrews conjointly 
sending a nii'ijiher to Parliament, Glasgow and Aberdeen 
anotlier. 

In giving the foregoing notice of the origin of the 
Convention of Royal Burgha of ScdUwaA., S.\i -»i^>s. -^si-^- 
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sidered expedient at the same time to narrate the circum- 
stances under which representation by the burghs in 
Parliament was introduced, and the methods adopted up 
to the present time to efilarge the circle from which the 
electors were taken ; and also to show the slow but steady- 
advance made in the realisation of the claims of the* 
citizen and trading community, to a proportionate share 
in the administration of the affairs of the United 
Kingdom. 







CHAPTER II. 

The General Nature ol the Work performed by the Convenfun 
of Royal Burghs, dmtm to the Accessiott of fames the Sixth 
to the Throne of England in i6aj. 

JT is much to be regretted that fi'oin vmious 
- such as the long minorities of 
several of the Scottish kings, the appoint- 
ment of regents, the struggles amongst the leading 
nobles for that offiet?, the wai's between England and 
Scotland, the feuda amongst the nobles themselves, and 
the consequent unsettled state of the country— the records- 
of the burghs, with few exceptions, prior to 1550 are not 
now in existence, and from those extant the minutes of 
the Convention are rare ; but after that date the meetings 
are comparatively nmneroua, and the minutes show the 
work performed, though at times very briefly ; they like- 
wise afford much information for the historian and 
general reader as to the condition of Scotland and its 
inhabitants, more particularly the prominent position 
taken by the citizen or burghal community. In a sketch 
of the kind here contemplated, it woxvVAVaisx*. -A -^s*^ 
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instances occurred in after years wliere like objections 
were made to persons holding eommissioiLS. On 25th 
June 1C78, the comniissionerfrom Whithorn was objected 
to, he bemg an " agent and not a residentor in the 
burgh." George Dickson, advocate, aa Commissioner- - 
for Galloway, was also objected to as not beia^ a " mer- 
chant 01- residcnter within the burgh." According to 
the constitution of thu Convention of Royal Burghs, each 
burgh is entitled to send two representatives or com- 
missioners and assessors to the annual meeting of the 
body. These being selected by the town councils, and 
holding commissions from the burgh, which they must 
produce and show that tliey hold the necessary qualifi- 
cations, — viz., mei-chant bui'gesses. The Lord Provost, or 
Chief Magistrate, of the btirgh wherever the meeting of 
■Convention is held, being the Preses. There is also a 
Trea.surer, Law-agent, and Clerk to the Convention ; the 
Treasui'er's and Law-agent's chambers being in Edin- 
burgh.* 

The duties and powers entrusted to the Convention 
of Royal Burghs were, " that they coiiiujune and treat 
upoune the weilfare of merehandisce, the gude rules 
and statutis for the common profitc of Burrowis, to pro- 
vide for remcid upoune the skaith and injuries sustened 

•William Officer, Esq., S.S.C, 21 Castle Street, Edinburgh, is 
Treasurer and Law-agent ; Alexander Harris, Esq., Dcpute-City- 
Clerk of Edinburgh, being Clerk to the Convention. 
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," &c. : Ijut onu of the most inkifl 
the framing of statutes to 
observed in the various burgha, anJ a meeting was hclctf 
in the "Tolbuith of EiUnhurgh," where provosts and com- 1 
inissioae^ from Edinburgh, Stirling, Linlithgow, Duj 
-flies, Forres, Glasgow, Lanai-k, Jedburgh, HaddingtoQiJ 
Selkirk, North Berwick, Peebles, Dunbar, Elgin, Dundeeji 
St Andrews, Cupar-Fife, Crail, Montrose, Aberdeen, werfl 
present. Statutes were accordingly framed, and directed 
to be observed "by all the Eurrowes in the realme;' 
■differences in the measures used in the various burghi 
were rectified, " pairfc bein mair nor the richt, and pair) 
less"— the "stane wecht" of Lanark to be taken as i 
standard, "the pynt stoupe" of Stirling, "the firlatt" 
of Linlithgow, the " elland " of Edinburgh ; the " pettiftB 
cuatomes" of Edinburgh to be conformed to, and thCfJ 
«lection of officials in council, and the qualifications foi 
-admission as a burgess ; dean of guild to he appointe 
yearly in each burgh, to see that weights, measures, &cj 
were duly tested within the burgh. In 1580, an act wai 
passed requiring all the burgha to have their who] 
laws, acts, and constitutions, made at Convention, to 1 
engrossed " in ane general buike," to be kept in Ediu 
burgh ; and required all the bui-ghs to send " thair mai 
ancient and wysest commissioneris fullie instruetit t 
next convention, for the approbattoune, ratifieatiouneJ 
and confirmatioune, of the acts ami constitutioune." In|j 
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loH2, the Books of Laws, &c., engrossed by John Guthri 
Clerk to the Convention, and Keeper of the General 
Book, was then commenced. 

In regaixl to the observance of the Sabbath, in 157* 
ajid 1580 the Convention passed resolutions, that " the 
Kirk " should assist in getting markets held in landward 
districts on that day abolished, as had already been done 
in the burghs. On 11th June 1593, forms of prayer were 
adopted for reading at the opening and closing of meet- 
ings of the Convention. 

That the burghs in the olden tinies, as now, were 
always loyal, and gave every assistance in time of 
need, we find, under date 2fith September 1357, that the 
burghs of Edinburgh, Perth, Aberdeen, and Dundee,, 
bound themselves, and as representing the burgesses and 
merchants of Scotland, to pay the ransom of King David 
the Second to England, and these bm'gbs were em- 
powered to negotiate the same. On l(3th February 
l-i23, they again entered into obligation.? to pay King 
Henry the Sixth of England 50,000 merk.s English 
money, on account of King James the First's expenses 
while there, in the event of that sum not being paid by 
the king himself. A letter was afterwai-ds given by the 
king to indemnify them, and directing " all and singular,, 
the provost, baillies, and communities, of the rest of th& 
burrowi.t in oui'c realme, to assist and adhere to them in 
payment of said sum in case of the guaranteeing burghs- 
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'being desfcreyntid thairfoir."* Sympathy for monarcl 
in exile wa.s also shown. King Henry the Sixth 
mentioned, who had been defeated by Edward, aftei 
wards Edward the Fourth, took shelter in Edin 
and for thtj kindness shown hiin granted a charter to 
the city. It proceeds on the naiTative that he and his 
"Royal Consort Mai'garet, with otheris of his nobilitie," 
having been expelled from his kingdom by "certane 
rebellious traitoura," on his arrival, and during his long 
residence in Edinburgh, had been favourably entertained 
by the provost and community of Edinburgh, therefi 
he granted to the said community and their 
" full and free libertie to traffic in England, 
natives thairof, and to pay no other duties for thair' 
merchandisce than his subjects the citizens of London. 
2 Januai-y 14G3." On the 2d November 1557, a loan of 
6000 mei'ks was granted to Kuig James the Sixth, to 
assist in furnishings for the ambassador to Denmark. 
King James was then endeavouring to secure the 
Princess of Denmark for a consort, but after being 
engaged to her, she was married to another. He then 
made proposals for her yoimger sister, was accepted, and 
married in 1589. On receipt of missives directed to the 
bui'ghs by the king, "for the fui'therance of his Majesti 
marriage, they resolved for thamselves and the ha 
remanent burrowis of this realme, that with all diligence 
possible, there sail be ane general stent of 20,000 pundis. 
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sett and uplifted of thadr haill number, according to the 
general extent roll o£ the hurrowia. For the collectioune 
and ingatherin of the quhtlk extent, condescends that 
Johiie Arnott, Provost of Edinburgh, sail nominate and 
appoint ane collectour, for quhome hes Lordschip sail he 
liolden to answer to the burrowis for due executioune of 
his office of collectoury." Donations were also given 
King James the Sixth, on the birth of a prince, and for 
entertainments to ambassadors from foreign powers ; 
on the occasion of royal visits, &e., Charles the First 
and Second also received many gifts of sums of money. 

The treatment to which the " freemen " of the small 
burghs was subjected by the "gret men," is vividly 
shown by the following extracts, 1555: "Becaus thaye 
are oppi'essit and gretlie defraudit of thair privileges 
and liberties be gret men of the countrie, tending to put 
thame to utter decay, thairfoir it was devysit, statnit, 
and ordanit, that all burrowis within this realme, concur 
togedder in ane peceible and agreeable maner as becums, 
and gif onie of the saidis burrowis be oppresset or hurt 
in thair freedom, or privileges, all the remanent burrowea 
sail support the aaymn in counsail, gear, monie, and gif 
fardtier need require as law widl." On 15th June 
1590, complaints were made that " dyvers gret men, havin 
thair dwellins and landis next adjacent to the common 
landis of burrowis, at different times bye past, oppressin 
I certain puir burrowis nocht abill to defind thair ain 
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nierches and landis be rai«n of thair much rypen out o' 
thair lands and cominonty, eastin and pasturing thairon 
to thair gret wrak." The Convention resolved to 
support them in obtaiaing redress. 

There ia no doubt that many proprietors, or "gret 
■men," at a later period even, enriched themselves at the 
■ ■expense of the burghs, by taking possession of the 
"eommonties" gradually, and adding the land to their 
own possessions. 

From causes already mentioned, the records of tbft 
burghs, with few exceptions, prior to 1.550 have bewL 
lost or destroyed. There is, however, little doubt that, 
from a very early period, a comparatively extensive trade 
was carried on between Scotland and the Hanse Towns, 
Flanders, what were then called the Low Countries, 
Denmark, Norway, and France, A number of Flemish 
merchants had establishments in various districts in 
Scotland, — St Andrews, Perth, Stirling, Abei'deen, and 
Edinburgh, also in the inland counties, — where they, 
■carried on business by purchasing Scotch products, suob- 
as salmon, salted fish, wool, hides, and worsted goods^ 
which they exported in vessels belonging to their own- 
country and in Scotch trading ships ; bringing back ia 
exchange armour of various kinds, as also cloth, foi( 
which, even at the time of Alexander the Third, theyi 
■were noted as special manufacturers of. The Flemings^ 
were fiim allies of the Scotch, and although King Edwi 
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the First of England and his successors frequently, but 
without avail, tried to break the friendly intercourse 
between the Scottish nation and the Flemings, by 
debarring the entry of the latter's cuiuniodities to Eng- 
land and Ireland, — in this way to d&niage the Scotch . 
trade with the Low Countries, — they refused to close 
their poris against Scotland. When at wai- with Eng- 
land, and an army was on the way to the northern 
counties of that kingdom under the command of Sir 
William Wallace, he and Sir Andrew Moray forwaixied 
a letter, dated Haddington, 11th October 1207, addressed 
to the cities of Hamburgh and Lubeck, expressing 
friendly sentiments and desiring a continuance of trade 
with these cities. The letter, which is in Latin, is pre- 
served in the archives of Lubeck. The Flemings had 
before this their principal factory in Berwick, in a strong 
building called Redhall, or Redhouse ; and in 1206, when 
Berwick was besieged by the English, thirty Flemings 
held possession of the factorj', and were called upon to 
surrender it; but from their treaties with the Scottish 
nation, and being faithful allies, they refused, and 
gallantly defended the place all day. At night it was set 
on fire by the besiegers, but rather than surrender, the 
whole defenders perished in the flames. The town was 
taken and plundered, and the castle was afterwards 
delivered up. Berwick never recovered its trade or 
importance from the great slaughter made of the 
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in! 1 alii tan ta and the destruction of its buildings* IqJ 
1445 a commission was granted by the King to ThomaAl 
Preston, John Jari'arson, and Stephen Hunter, burgesses^J 
Edinbui^h, and Andrew Ireland, burgess of Perth, foCB 
the Burghs aa ambassadors and procurators plenipoteiw J 
tiaxy, to enter into negotiations with the towns of BreraenfJ 
Luheek, Hamburgh, Wiamar, Stralsund, and Rostock, tqfl 
settle some diiferences that had arisen as to the seizure <^U 
certain ti-adiog vessels, and to arrange terras of treaty^ 
with these places aa to ailraission of Scotch goods, and «■ 
treaty of commerce was completed and signed on 16tlM 
October 1445. Agreements or treaties were from tiinj 
to time made between the Burghs and the Earls otm 
Flanders, Dukes of Brabant, Emperor Charles V. and his 
son the King of Spain, and other Princes in the Low 
Countries. CampfereinFlanderswasmadeafreeport.and 
certain privileges and immunities granted to the staples 
of Scotland and traders. One of the stipulations madtffl 
with the town of Canipf ere wa.s, " that a fair and pleasan^fl 
hous" be appointed for the conser\'ator, and for mer*! 
chants frec|uenting the port, "to lodge packets andfl 
merchandisce," and otherwise use at their pleasur^^ 
free and exempt from all excise dues on wines, beerjB 
and ale drank therein, and in case of a fleet of shipfn 
arriving, other houses were to be got to accommodatiBB 
the merchants, also free from the like duties. Whar^rin 
* Tytler's History of Scotlatvd,^^, \. wi,. V 
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were set aside, pilots appointed at certain fixed ri 
various stipulations made as to dues on Scottish goo( 
and corresponding privileges allowed on merchandise 
imported into Scotland from the staple port. A church 
was erected at Campfere, for the conveniencti of the 
Scottish traders and reaidentera there ; the minister being- 
paid out of excise duties levied on beer and wines 
granted by the town to the Scottish nation. A school 
was also in connection with the church, minister and 
teacher being appointed by the Convention of Royal 
Burghs, Middleburgh, Dort, Antwei'p, were also subse- 
quently opened as free ports, and conservators appointed 
at these places between 1.519 and 1540, a treaty being 
made with the latter port in April 1540, between the 
burgomaster, magistrates, and council of the city of 
Antwerp, and certain commissioners or deputies sent 
from the provost, bailies, and council of Edinbui^'h, of 
the Kingdom of Scotland, on the one and other part, 
anent the privileges to be granted to the Scotch 
nation on account of the staple trade and privileges, 
and exemptions in consequence thereof. The treaty 
concludes with a declaration, to keep up a true, entire, 
perpetual, and lasting friendship, and regard in all, and 
whatever things lawful, reasonable, and honest, and 
shall have a good and favourable report of them in all 
places, as becomes her noble, renowned, and triumphant 
cities,^the imperial and royal cities of Antwerp and 
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EJinliurgh ; and they both take one another unJer tli^l 
mutual and saered eare and protection, without fraatd 
or guile. ,.il 

VariouK kinds of merchandise, chiefly raw produeeJ 
aueh as hides, wool, worsted goods, stockings, hose^ 
jackets, salmon, salted fiah and herrings, were exported* 
to a large extent by the Scotch shippei-a, and uiutu«j|fl 
benefit derived from the connection, and every eneourago^ 
naent given to trade in all parts, advantages in return 
being given in imports to Scotland. Fish of all kinds 
were exported thither and to other foreign porta to a 
large extent, and orders were specially given by the Con-J 
vention " that pakcra sail diligentlie use and see that th^f 
barrels and trees cjuhar saidis fiscbes are pakit, be of 
just meaaour, conforai to anld use and wont, and the 
saymn to be brynt (burnt) or markit with the marke of 
the toune, and that aw fische to be salted to be weill an^fl 
sofficientlie salted," under certain fines. These orderiM 
were frequently renewed and approved of, and inspectoijM 
appointed. M 

The exports of fish of all kinds is an important branc^J 
of trade at the present day, and the hrunding mark f^M 
herring in particular a guarantee of quality. jfl 

On 15th July 1574, at a general meeting held iflH 
Edinburgh, it waa resolved, that owing to " the troubJaB 
some estait " in which Flanders was, a supplication ben 
addressed by the Convention to the " Lord Regent ^o^fl 



Lords of the Secret Council, for leave to transport traffic 
from Flanders to Calais for ane tyme quhill it sail pleas 
God to bring that countrie of Flanderis in guidness, as 
it has been befoir ; " and that, if supplication agreed to, 
" that aine quaJifyit man, bein of the Merchantia estait, 
and nane uther, be electit and chosen be sic of the 
Burrowes as Commiasioune sail be given to, to pass to 
said Toune to advyse and reasoune with the principals 
thairof concerning the privileges that aal be devysit for 
the Weill of the Nationn. That shippers be cautioned 
not to traffic in Wt'st Flanders in the meantime, and thus 
avoid danger." 

In regard to shipping, it was ordered at a meeting held 
in Dundee on 18th September looo, that " nae schippes 
be fraughtit hot in presens of the Dene of Gild, and nane 
saill without hes tikit." A proclamation having been 
made by France, that unless ships had with them the 
" Kingis moderis or her Lieutenantis writins in their 
favoures " they would not be allowed into French porta, 
the Convention, on 4th October 1570, arranged that " twa 
honest men. Merchants, he chosen and sent to the King 
oE France with writins for getting of the saidis proclaraa- 
tioune dischargit, and these to be in name of the haill Bur- 
rowes." "Henri Nisbet, weill beluffit nychtliour, thair 
Commissiouner and Burgess " (for Edinburgh) was ap- 
pointed and sent to France, and the Burghs agreed to pay 
^Siis expenses on "Henrie sending in his comptis "(accounts). 



The King of Denmark and. Norway having deaired 
that all ships trading to Norway and other ports in his 
dominions should have " writina from the Scottish kings 
testyfying to the honestie and estait " of the owners, it 
was, on the 15th of July 1 574, ordered that the " coquet 
of the Eurehe or Port quhar frae thaye pass be in tlie 
name of the Maister, Merchant, owner, and schip, and 
that that should be sufficient." On 22d of the same 
month tho Convention resolved, " that the Mercliants of 
this realme upoun thair common charges set furthe ane 
schip and ano hark for purgin of our soveranes watteris 
-of pyrattes and wicked peraonea, and for conveying of 
the schipps of this realme alongis the costes of Ingland 
^nd uther pairts needful." Commissioners from the 
burghs of Edinburgh, Dundee, Aberdeen, Stirling, St 
Andrew.s, were appointed " to pass to the Abbaye 
(Holyrood) to my Lord Regent and Secret Council," to 
procure the requisite authority to the above resolutions. 
In 1587, at Dundee, Allan Lentroun of St Andrews was 
Allowed 1000 merks for "oufci-iggen of ane schip 
suffieientlie equipyit," for suppressing of the " pyrattes 
haunting in the Forth and uther pairts between Tay- 
mouth, Orkney, and Schyteland;" Edinburgh, Perth, and 
Dundee, advancing the money, hut to be repaid by all 
the burghs ; Glasgow, Irvine, and Dumbarton to furnish 
another ship, and recommended to ajrange with Lentroun 
to supply one similar to that got for Dundea. 
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III Februaiy of same year complainta were made hy 
shippers that new imposts were charged at certain ports 
in France, — Dieppe, Newhaven, — and the Convention 
appointed Henry Nisbet (formerly mentioned) to proceed 
to the capital of France, and obtain the assistance of the 
Scottish ambassador there (then the Lord Archbishop of 
Glasgow). Letters o£ recommendation to conservators (or 
consuls) were given to Nisbet, as were also the original 
Letters Patent granted to tbe Scottish merchants as to 
trading facilities by Kings Francis and Henry. Letters 
from the Lord Archbishop to the Convention were 
brought back by Nisbet, and information given as to 
the steps taken. The letters are engrossed in the 
minutes. Special thanks were awarded to Nisliet, on. 
reports from the conservator in Flanders," the Right 
Honorable Maiater George Hackett ; " thanks were also 
awarded to him for his many services, his aeeounis to be 
paid when rendered. 

The duties of a conservator were very onei-ous. He 
had to see that none but merchants transport staple 
goods, nor other merchandise ; be present personally, or 
by depute, at the loosing (selling) of ships ; see that no 
contraband goods were in the possession of merchants or 
mariner, if so, to report home that the offender might be 
prosecuted; watch that no false coin be exported to Scot- 
land ; claims by a merchant against a native were first 
made to a conservator, who gave his decision ; if native 



felt aggrieved, he could then go to the liurgomaster 
the town, or vice versa if merchant aggi'ieved ; pili 
to be looked after ; and when ships were in any danger,. 
consei-vator " to travel at uttermost of hia power to aid 
and xeHeve thame, and do all diligence throughout all 
pai-ts of Flanders," or wherever the conservator might 
be situated. 

Ti-ade with Campfere and the other ports where the 
staple was established, was caiTied on for a great 
number of years. Several extracts are given hereafter 
83 to the conducting of business there, reports from 
couaervators, &c. 

Owing to the great distress prevalent throughout tb( 
country in 1582, a number of the burghs were unable to 
send com mission era to attend the meetings of the Con- 
vention, and these were excused on account of their 
poverty. On 17th Febmary licence was granted to 
commissioners fi'oni Selkirk and Rutherglen, "to pass 
hame in respec of the povertie of thair Burches quha are 
uocht abill to mak thair expenses here." Whithorn, 
Forrea, Elgin, Jedburgh, Kirkcudbright, Banff, Forfar, 
Inverness, Tain, and Cullcn, about this date all got 
" liGences," or exemptions from attendance for periods of 
three years or so, re.9pectively from date of application. 

The following exti-act is given, not only on account of 
the subjects taken notice of by the Convention, but as 
showing the closo affinity between that in.«titution and 
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"the King's Majeaties Counsaill." A couimunicatioi 
had been sent from the council sometime pronous, 
"which the opinion of the Convention was wanted. It 
had been before a committee, and brought before 
the general meeting on the 23d July 15!}6. The 
replies sent by the Convention were to the following 
«tf ect ;■ — 

(1.) About paying a certain sum from castoms, — 
" Resolvit and answerit, that the Burrowia beand the 
meynest of the Eataites, can nocht of reasioune nor of 
-duty tak uponne thame to sett doune or transac in onie 
mater quharin the haill estaites of the realme hes speciale 
and gretest interest, and thairfoir desyres that oure 
Souerane Lorde and thair Lonlschips may be movit to be 
content that the mater of the customes may be continued 
quhil a Parliament as that at present may be proponit 
and decydit in the saidis Parliament to that effec, quhan 
the saidis Burrowea sail do thair dutiful duty for bes 
Majeaties honour and proiite." 

(2.) As to proposal to concur in " sending to France to 
renew ancient League and the obtaining the ancient 
liberty of Merchantis, — It was answerit, that present 
time nocht proper for that purpose to resume, the King 
of France nocht yet established in his crowne — he 
nocht bein at piece with nathur subjects, nor with 
his iiichtbouris, and that his Gracea customs are 
foirsauld for dyvers ye ares to cum. (Sums had 
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been advancei! to the King, or " borrowed " 
him from the burghs, upon the security of the cm 
toms.) 

(3.) Concerning " ane numcr to inhabite Liichquhab* 
to whom hia Majestio will gif gi-et privileges, lands a 
liberties with help to fortify themselves, and to { 
proteetioune againia the Hielan-men, alswell to inhabiM 
sum uther pairtia of the Isles as sail be fund common 
dious for trafficquin,— It is answeiit, the propositioune 
lykes the Burrowls exceeding weill, for monie i 
and consideratiouns honourable and maist profitable to 
his Majestie and haill kindoiu, and thairfoir ane overfcui 
having been made thatthaes pairtis may be usit peceibiU 
will find out merchantin, crattismeu, and mauageris thaif 
will pass thair, as bein the maist proper and commodioui 
pairt of the countrie of Scotland." 

The King at this time was deeply in debt, and trying- 
in every way to raise money for personal purposes;. 
but the Convention, while treating his communicatioiO) 
respectfully, yet in so far as the customs and othffli 
sources of imperial revenue were concerned, they were 
not to be cajoled into making further advances, or 
" loans," as lie termed them, (The burgh of Edinburgh 
had given loans, and on the King's accession to t 
throne of England gladly accepted 20,000 inerks 
he " induced " them to take in lieu of 59,000 merks.) 

The country also was in a most unsatisfactory state. 
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and little or no protection for life or property could 1 
had. Tho King and a number of his nobles were at 
variance, he trying to break down their power and 
take the guidance of State affairs more into his own 
hands, they uniting to defeat these intentions ; and 
what with these troubles, and the disputes with the 
"" Kirk " leaders, and trials of witches, his hands were 
pretty full. The officers of justice, in attempting to 
carry out orders of the King and Privy Council, were 
frequently deforced; and they complained to the Council 
of the treatment they were too often subjected to, one 
reporting that he was " in ane barbarous and uncouth 
maner forcit to eit and swallie the haill copyis of his 
Letters, while his assistants or witnesses were creullie 
beaten and left for deid." Another complained that 
" the Rebels had sneckit his luggs." Letters of homing 
WHS the name of a legal document, or writ, under which 
persons were ordered to pay a sum, or perform certain 
obligations, within a fixed number of days, under pain 
of being declared " Rebels to the King." These letters 
were served by the messenger-at-ai'ms, or official, by 
delivering a copy thereof to the person or persons 
complained against, in the presence of two witnesses. 
The only attempt to remedy such a state of matters, 
was to hold the noble or chief of the district respon- 
sible unless the culprit was delivered up to justice; 
failing compliance by the noble or chief, a commission 
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"waa granted to a neighbouring baron, of greater power 
than where the culprit or culprits were, to " raise the 
-eotmtry," This commission was often readily accepted, 
the baron or chief doing the behests of the crown more 
for the purpose of carrying out private revenge, or for 
agrandisement, than to aid justice. Large tracts of land 
"were often laid waste, cattle cai-ricd oft', and what could 
not be taken away " hocht " or slain ; houses were 
plundered, and their residents frequently murdered, the 
l)ooty going to the law-obeying baron and his fol- 
lowers. Even in the streets of the capital sanguinary 
■encounters were of almost daily occurrence, and to pre- 
sent these latter as much as possible, the Convention 
resolved that "nae dags (pistols) nor lang halbuts" be 
worn within burgh. The King sometimes attempted 
to enforce the law, by calling on the loyal men of the 
adjacent shire and burghs to meet him under arms, 
-and aid in the punishing of the culprits. The loyal 
men, however, having to provide for themselves and 
followers for forty days, if so required, the calls were 
in general not readily responded to. The King had 
made several raids, more particularly against the 
Roman Catholic nobles, and in the Isles and district 
■of Lochaber, hence his request to the Convention to 
adopt measures "to inhabite" these districts. The 
Privy Council minutes* contain numerous complaints 
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of feuds Oil the borders aad in the Highlands, and, 
in fact, ahuost every district waa more or less sub- 
jected to disturbances ; and reading these accounts at 
the present time, it is matter of surprise to under- 
stand how trade and commerce was carried on by the 
citizen or burglial community, far less to the extent it 
actually was. 

At a meeting of the Convention held in Glasgow oa 
lat July 150S, the hours of meeting were fixed to begin 
at 8 A.M, until noon, and from 2 until 6 P.M., and that 
no one shall speak thereat until he " be speerit at " by 
the moderator, " or without his licence," The hours 
for the meetings were frequently changed, hut there 
was generally an adjournment for an hour or two in 
the eai'ly part of the day. Complaints were, on the 
4th of the same month, made by tlie Commissionera 
of the bui'gh of Inverkei tiling, of "the vexatioune and 
troubil in the Law done to them by the Constable of 
Dundee for evictioune of thair common landes;" when 
the Convention directed their clerk to send "ane missive" 
to the constable, in favor of the said burgh, and desir- 
ing him, " that for the affectioune he bears to thair 
Estait, and according to his calliny as Constable," to 
grant the redress requested. 

In July IGOl the Duke of Lennox was proceeding 
to France as ambassador, accompanied by Bailie James 
Forrest of Ghisgow. The Convention authorised 



Forrest (a commissioner for Glasgow to the C' 
tion) to get the Duke's assistance in procuring remission 
of certain dues levied upon wool, salmon, hides, clothi 
skins, herring, and other merchandise, and upon wine 
and wood coming from Bordeaux and other French" 
ports to Scotland. 

This shows that the Convention seized every oppoi 
tunity o£ furthering commercial dealings with foreign 
countries, and the remission of dues thereon. 

The manufacture of " broad cloth and stuffs " was 
being largely engaged in through Scotland, and in order 
to instruct the natives more fully, twelve Flemings had 
been sent over from Flanders; and at a meeting of 
the Convention, held on lOtli July 1601, one of those 
brought over — Jenson Nickeron, scherer — it was stated, 
bad apparently got home-sick, "and will nocht remain," 
so he was directed to be sent back at the expense {rf» 
the Burghs. The others were distributed among tl 
following burghs, "to be employed and put to wark": — 
Edinburgh — John Sturman, camber ; Christian de Peill, 
weaver. Peiih — Jacques de la Eudge, camber and 
spyner ; Jacob Peterson, scherer ; Abigail Vanhort; 
Bpyner woman. Dundee received Glaus Lossier, scherer; 
Cornelius Deimes, weaver. Ayr received George Bairt, 
plotter and camber ; Jacques Claus, weaver ; and Arane 
Jansen, scherer; and the said burgh of Ayr was after- 
wards to lend Arane Jansen for six months to the 



ion I 

... I 



1. I 

i 



34 THE CONVENTION OF ROYAL BURGHS. 

turgh of Edinburgh. Dundee was also to lend Edin- 
burgh Henry de Turke, " when the wark be settled." 
Turke had apparently been working there previous to 
this allocation. On the 3d of July previously, the Con- 
vention, at meeting held in St Andrews, had entered 
into an agreement with " Gabriel Byschopp," a Fleming, 
/*at Norwiche, in England, to interpryse the wark of 
makin of braid clayth and stuffs within this realme ;" 
he and his partners were to receive 3000 pounds Scots 
— 100 to be paid on his arrival, 1500 in a month there- 
after, and the balance " within yeare and daye at two 
equal and several termes." 





iING JAMES tlie 
the throne of 
Edinburgh in 
■" much to the regret of hii 



Sixth having succeeded to ' 
England, left the city of 
April 1603 for London, 
people." The King him- 



self, after having heard service in St Giles Cathedral, 
addressed the congregation " very affectionately on his 
leaving them." His departure, as a natural conse- 
quence, resulted in a great number of the nobility also 
going to London, whereby the Scottish capital suffered 
severely, and, in fact, for a long time the country at 
large felt the loss through decrease of trade; but free 
communication between the kingdoms, and the merging 
of both under one sovereign, soon created a great exten- 
sion of business, and what was at one time looked 
upon as a misfortune to Scotland turned out a blessing 
to both countries. 

The followincr extract will show witb wW^ w\-fl\.wc«. 
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care the Convention of Royal Burghs looked after the 
interests of Scotland, and the determination of that 
body to aa^ert and maintain intact the ancient liberties 
and immunitiea, not only of the Burghs, but of 
people : — 

" For treating of the matter of the Union betwi 
England and Scotland," the Convention, on 21st August 
1604, agreed upon certain articles for the guidance of 
the Oonnni SHI oners appointed by them, " to pass to Eng- 
land for trciiting of the matter o£ the Union." These- 
" Articles," or " Instructions " (under the subscription of 
thoir general Clerk) were divided under special headings. 
The first was, that the inhabitants of Scotland be ruled 
and yovcnind by tho laws of this realme, and no way 
Hubji3Ct tit any other law ; and they (the Convention) 
doaiit) that the said laWM may receive such execution, as 
&gree8 with the form I'stablishfd and observed within 
thia khIiu uf Scotland. 

"Itfm. That in tho Treaty of Union nothing be 
touched which may pi-ejvidioe the ancient liberties, 
privilegt'.s, immunities, infeftments, and laws, made in 
favour of the Inirghs by his M^usty and his Highnesses 
most noMo pi'T>gvnit">rH ; aj\d if noblemen, remember their 
{Mfticular orticc^, that tho Infofttuents granted to the 
biirKhs hy King Daviil W spocialic rosorvwi, and tJiat 
tfa« Burgh of Pi'rtli doUvt't to the said Commissionera 

I kuthontic doublo u( tho satd Infeftm^nL 
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"Item, Ancient privileges, honours, offices, dignities,^ 
Immunities, and exemptions frae customs, granted to 
Scotsmen be the Kings of France, be no ways touched 
■or prejudiced by the said Treaty; and that his Majesty ■ 
be entreated to secure an immunity in Bordeaux and'a 
Gascony, as is granted to England. I 

" Item, That we retain the privilege o£ holding Farlia^'il 
anents in this realm ; and that nothing be concluded iibM 
the said Parliament but by the advice o£ all the Estate%'B 
aoid greater number of ilk Estate. ■ 

" Itevi, That Scotsmen transporting country waresfl 
from any part in Scotland to England, or from any part I 
in England to any other part in Scotland, have a like J 
immunity anent the payment of their customs to his I 
Majesty, as if the said goods were transported from any! 
part of Scotland to another part o£ the same, and from ■ 
part to part in England. I 

" Item, That all goods transported from foreign I 
countries within his Majestie's dominions, arriving ■ 
within the realm of Scotland or any part thereof, and'fl 
paying custom therefor, shall be free thereafter of aU'fl 
payments of customs at any part within his Majesty^™ 
dominions." f 

The Commissioners were directed to entreat for SW 
reduction of the customs payable to the State, to th^fl 
same sum as was levied at the time of his " highnesswfl 
acceptance of the government of this realm upon him," m 
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" To insist that no Tack of the customs be granted to 
any person, except to the Burghs, and that upon such 
easy conditions as the same may be had, and if any be 
granted, that it be provided that no customs shall be 
paid but at the port where the goods are loosed. 

"To insist with his Majesty that the sterling monoy 
contained in the Burgh Infeftments be declared to be 
paid in the current money of Scotland in all time com- 
ing. That the privileges of the Coin and Cunzie House 
of Scotland be reserved, and that the Merchants be not 
subject to pay any but to Scotland. 

" /icTJi., To regret the loss sustained by Scotchmen by 
his Majesty's absence ; and therefore, to desire that his 
Majesty may remain in Scotland yearlie ane quarter of 
the year, and see justice administered." 

At a meeting of the Convention, held on 4th July 
1607, ill Dumbai'ton, a minister was directed to be got 
for Campfere, the charge being then vacant. 

The following excerpt is rather curious and instructive, 
as showing the condition in which Scotland was in the way 
of inns or hotels for the accommodation of travellers. 
On 5th July 1608, Sir John Drummond, of Hawthorn- 
den, at a meeting, held in Selkirk, produced a letter from 
the King in the following terms : — 

"To oure trustie and weill bclovit the Commissioners 
of oure Estates and Burrowes of that of oure Kingdoia Qj 
Scotland, James R. 



"Trustie and weill belovit, we greit you weill. 

" We have directed the Bearer hereof, oure trustie Servi*^ 
tour. Sir Johne Drummond, Knieht, to urge at this your 
Meeting your resolutiones eonceroing nuiu materis tendJ 
iug verray much to your awin weili, credat and reputa 
tioune, according to oure special instructions given u 
him anent the saymn, and thairfoir we desyre you t 
turn bak to us ane particular ansuer to everie ane ( 
the saymn quharin ye sail do us acceptable pleasui'e a 
service. And sae we bid yon fareweill. From ouj 
Court at Quhytehall, the fyft of May 1608." 

The "instructions" were to the effect, that, "for ( 
much as we understand that you have buildit ane verajf 
faire Irmo for the commodious resort of all passin within;* 
oure Burglie of Linlithgow, and being desyrous that t 
lyte should be buildit in all uther of oure Eurghes 
Cities of that oure Kingdom, and knowing non mai 
meitt than yourself to be employit as Commissiouner i 
such business in regard ye hae begun such a precedent 1 
in Lithgow, we are thairfoir to will you to attend the ] 
Meeting of tlie Commissioners of Burghs, quhilk will l 
in July next, and thair to deliver unto thame this c 
Letter and to insist for ane resolute answer from thei 
to everie point thairof." 

The first point was, to see " that Innes be buildit so \ 
near the forme here, as theye may be, with all poss 
easement and provisioun for man and horse, and ; 



that thair may be Signs hung at everie hous eftir the 
forme of this Kingdom. 

" That as the habite and heid attyre of the women is 
in no way eomlie and decent, and the wearing of Cloaks 
and Plaids is altogether skuffed at hy all strangeris, and 
being otherwise mair costHe than the habite and gar- 
ments used here, that thairfoir the Burghes at this 
Meeting wauld consult npoune ace decent handsome 
and eomlie sort of habite, appareil and heid attyre for 
thair women, with distinction of three sevei'al qualities, 
— there bein no doubt at all, hein ance began in the city, 
without onie express direcfcioune it would sune eneuch 
be folio wit in the eountrie. 

"That nae women or maids draw onie Wine or Aill, 
bot sic to be dune hy men and boys, for avoidance of all 
suspicion of unclean behaviour and carriage. 

" To adopt measures for the removal of muck and 
fulzie from the streets and the middens, which were not 
only maist noysom to strangers and passengers, bajth in 
amell and sicht, but dangei-ous also in tymes o plague, 
and that the eountrie people attending us in oure in- 
tendit journey thither the next yeare mieht nocht 
reproche, be the uncleanness of the saymn." 

The Convention returned " thanks for hes Majisties 
singular care, even in hea Majesties absence, of thair 
things whilk belongs to the honour of hes Majesties 
ancient kingdom, and in pai-ticular to the well of the 
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Estait of the Burghs — praying thairfoir the Lord to 
increa-se his Majesties dayes in giiid helth and a pros- 
3)erous reign over thame." 

" Resolved andanswered. Astolnnes," — CoramissionOTS'' 
to make reports to thuir diifcrent burglis, on their return 
home. 

Aa to removal of middens and the cleaning of streets, — 
"" The aaymn to be enforced within twentie days eftir " 
the return of the Commissioners home. 

"Attyre," — Each hurgh to consult and deliberate, and 
send report to next Convention. 

As to women and maida in "Innes," &c,, — "Maist 
reasoTinable," and the Commissioners at once ordered 
■effect to be given to the suggestion, and an Act was 
passed forbidding the employment of women and maids 
in "Aile" houses and inns. Each Commissioner was 
■directed to get a copy of the Act, and also of the 
"Articles and Instructions" received from his Majesty, 
for the guidance of his burgh. 

At this period, and long after, there was little accom* 
modation in Scotland for strangers, the inns, or " Aile 
Houses," being neither commodious nor comfortable, and 
the King, to his credit, seemed very desirous to remedy 
, such a state of matters. 

For several years previous to this time, and 
■wards, when meetings of the Convention were held 
places other than in Edinburgh, the Commissionei's and 
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Clerk for that city (also Clerk to the Convention) wei-e 
paid their expenses for attending these, " George Heriot, 
Eldar, Goldsmyth," and Henry Nisbet (whose name has 
already been noticed) were Commissioners for EJiiiVmrgb. 

On 6th July 1615, at a meeting held in St Andrews,, 
William Rigg, one of the Commissioners for Edinburgh,, 
produced letter from Thomas Cunninghaine, factor in 
Campfere, together with bis accounts for defraying 
minister's stipend, &c., at that place. These were found 
correct, and answer directed to be sent, that " the Con- 
vention was verie mukle obleist to him for the pains 
taken by him,"&c. He applied to get his son appointed 
also as a factor there, which was agreed to be considered 
aftei-wards, with a promise to remember him. His son 
was appointetl in the following year. A magistrate of 
Campfere had reported to the Dean of Guild, Edinburgh, 
" that Johne Schoi-te, Burgess of Aberdeen, and certain 
Merchantis," had, contrary to the treaty between the 
Burghs and Campfere, transported certain staple wai'cs- 
to Holland, other than Campfere the port. Aberdeen 
Burgh Commissioners were ordered to apprehend the 
offenders, and put them under caution to appear and 
answer charges at the next Convention. 

On the 7th of the same month, an application from the 
Rector of the University of "Sanct Androis," in name of 
the " Maisters. Regent, Students, and other Members of the 
I University," was read, stating, "that three years 



since or thereby they intendit to huild ane Library and 
Biblotheck within the City for conserving of sic Books 
as might serve to the advancement of all sciences pro- 
fcsait in the said University, and that by his Majestya 
most princely liberalitie, and the chantable aid and sup- 
port of divers noblemen, barons, gentlemen, and other 
Weill affected persouns favourers of learning, the fabric of 
the hous is so far promotit, that the stane wark thairof 
is almost perfytit, and becaus the thacking, glassin and 
plenishing thairof with tinimer wark and Books will 
require gret charges and expenses, quhilk thaye are no 
ways abell to furnish, hot he the voluntar heipe and con- 
tributions of charitable and weill disposed persons, thair- 
foir finding good occasioun offered by the resorting of the 
Convention of Burghs to tliia City to their General Con- 
vention, and being persuailed of thair gude disposition 
to the furtherance of all such profitable and honorable 
work, whereof they have already had experience in a 
pairt of the liberal contributions given by Edinburgh, 
Dondee, and Sanct Andi^ois, and seeing thair ain children 
and posteritie may be as much benefited as onie uther of 
the kingdom, craved assistance." 

The Convention agreed " that each Burgh by their 
Magistrates and Council recommend heartily the appli- 
cation for support, immediately on return home, and that 
matter be speciallie attended to and be ane held of the 
next missive." 
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Several complaints were made at meetings of the C 
Tention, of traders sending goods to other ports than the 
staple one, and thus evading the dues. Warrants were 
granted for apprehending these, and it afterwards appears 
that Alexander Law, shipper in Kirkcaldy ; John Simpson, 
shipper, Dvsart; John Ure, in Edinhm-gh; and Archi- 
bald Simson, in Dysart. were apprehended. Alexander 
Law was fined £20, and John Ure £100 Scots; and in 
regard to the other two, on the excuse that their vessels 
had been through stress of weather driven to other poi-ts, 
and obliged to "mak mereat" of the little quantity of 
staple goods they had, were ordered to find caution to 
pay double duty, as charged at Campfere, on the amount 
of the goods sold being ascertained. 

About tliia time the manufacture or curing of "red 
herrings" was commenced in Scotland; and when a 
special grant or exclusive right to carry on a particular 
bi'anch of trade or manufacture was desired, it was 
obtained on application being made to the King and 
Privy Council, and a sum paid for that concession. It 
frequently occuri'ed, however, during King James the 
Sixth's reign, that although the grant was paid for, 
another applicant, on paying a sum, was given the like 
privilege, and such happened to occur in the instance 
undernoted. The King was not over-scrupulous, and 
y w« always required, and he may have thought and 
i idea that opposition was the soul of business. 
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Joseph Marjoribanka and Charles Geddes, merchants,, 
for themselves, and in name of George Todrig, younger,. 
and James Arnote, merchants, burgesses of Edinburgh, 
" liad at their gret charges and expense interprysit and 
begun the tred of making of red herrings within 
this realme." They bad obtained from the King the 
privilege of making "red herrings from within all 
the seyes, loches, waters, seatowns, ports, schors and land 
thairof between Tweedmouth and Pentland Firth for the 
space of twentie-ane yearis." But " Archibald Campbell,, 
brother to the Laird of Lawer," having purchased a 
similar gift, Marjoribanka and the others, above-named 
applied to the Lords of the Privy Council " for the stay- 
ing of the said Archibald's grant." The Privy Council, on 
considering same, had delayed their decision, and had 
asked the opinion of the General Convention " upoune- 
the maist expedient and best meynes how the said wark 
may be prosecuted." On oth July lfil6, the Convention 
considered the matter, and were of opinion that such 
gifts were of the nature of a monopoly, and very hurtful 
emd prejudicial to the liberties and privileges granted to 
the Convention of Royal Burghs by his Majesty and his 
predecessors ; that the -Privy Council should not give 
effect to any such grant, or by any decree, and therefore 
desired " the presenters of the supplicatioune, as members- 
of the Convention, and sworne to the weill of thair 
Estait, to pass frae the said gifts." Being present, they 
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agreed and renounced claim in favour of the Burghs, in 
consideration of which the Convention allowed them 2000 
nierks Scots, " as disbursed by them for the inbringing of 
strangeria to make the said red herrings and uther causes 
to the advancement of the trade." 

In order to pay the said sum, a charge was to be made of 
ten shillings Scots for each barrel containing 1000 herrings 
made by any ciirer, until the 2000 merks were made up. 
Attempts were frequently made by the curcrs to resist 
payment of the tax, or get it lessened, and accounts were 
subsequently ordered to be produced to show how matters 
stood. Shortly afterwards the sum had apparently been 
made up, and the sum wiped off. 

Changes were made on the size of the barrels for 
herring, white fish, and beef for export, and a specimen 
barrel was ordered to he kept in each burgh as a test 
one, and a penalty of "five pundis" was to be inflicted on 
makers of different barrels. 

In 1G17 King James the Sixth made his long promised 
Tisit to Scotland, and was loyally received by the inha- 
bitants ; and the citizens of Edinburgh received him and 
retinue, conducted him through the city with great pomp, 
and entertained him at a sumptuous banquet, where 
he was presented with 10,000 merks of double golden 
angels in a silver basin. On the 2Sth June he held his 
twenty-second Parliament. At this time the University 
■was ordered to be called "King James' College." The 
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Convention, of course, took part in all tlie pro- 
■coetlings. 

"The Brig" over the Nith at Dmnfries having been 
■overthrown and razed to the ground by the violence of 
the water, the Convention, at a meeting held in Dumfries 
on 4th July 1622, miide a grant of " 500 pundis usual 
money" for repairs; and about the same time, as the 
"Wemyss Harbour was " intendit to be buildit and re- 
pair it by the Laird of Wemyss," the Convention 
""entreats the haill Eurrowes to give assistance in so 
■desirable an object." 

At a meeting held at Edinburgh, on the 9th July 1623, 
a memorial to the King was agreed to, in reference to the 
*" grievances " caused by monopolies and restraints placed 
upon the importation of foreign wares, and which were 
■considered prejudicial to the .subjects and to the merchant 
■estate, especially to their free trade and negotiations, 
both as to the exportation of native commodities and 
the importation of foreign. Complaints were made by 
the tanners as to a new form for tanning ; raising price 
of the boots and shoes, by reason of the burdens and im- 
positions laid on that branch of trade, and other charges; 
the transportation of " gret coal," thereby raising prices 
at home ; the high duties levied on foreign victual ; 
triple rate ; that the inbringers of victual should be 
cherished, and no new impositions laid, but ought to 
"be freely imported, or at least, at the " auld accustomed 



duty " ; am] a-s to excise duties upon fish, and the tithe- 
fiahea exacted by the Bishop of the Isles. The Burgh 
of Cullen complained, that it was utterly ruined by the- 
" common guid lands " being set in feu to gentlemen 
throughout the county ; measures were craved whereby 
the burgh lauds may be restored, and the burgh also- 
brought back to its former beauty. Complaints that 
merchants of the west country — Glasgow, Ayr, Dumfries 
— were assessed by double customs being charged on 
merchandise imported furth of, or to Ireland, to be 
trausfen-ed to foreign countries, while only one custom 
duty was charged to others, &e. 

Truly a fine list of " grievances ; " and shewing the 
exactions made at the time by the King and his Council, 
in order to provide funds to meet demands on the privy 
purse. At the same time exhibiting the patience, gi'eat. 
forbearance, and law abiding character of the people of 
Scotland. 

On the 21st of August, o£ the same year, the Conven- 
tion expressed their readiness to pay a share of fitting- 
out ships of war, &c. 

At almost every meeting of the Convention, the- 
members had under their consideration complaints by 
one burgh against adjacent ones, as to encroachments 
on trade or boundaries ; unfreemen trading ; fines on 
burghs for their non-attendance at meetings of the 
Convention, or the releasing of representatives from 
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anch attendance on the ground of the poverty of tha 
bui^h to send them ; regulations as to the uniformity of 
weights and measures; carefully examining the tax 
rolls, on which assessments were levied foe the common 
good; the encouragement of measures for promoting 
trade and manufactures : communications from conser- 
vators and factors abroad. " Visitors," so termed, were 
also appointed to examine the setts of the burghs, and 
inquire into their financial condition, state of their 
common muirs, and to report thereon. But aa illus^ 
trations have been given of these and other matters, 
condescended on, it is unnecessary to go into detail 
of what took place at every meeting ; suffice it to say,, 
that every attention was paid to these reports and 
complaints, and strenuous efforts made to place matters 
right, and enforce law and order. We shall therefore, 
hereafter, only notice what may be considered to be 
somewhat out of the ordinajy course of the business 
brought before the meetings. 

Before doing so, however, it will have been observed 
that frequent complaints were brought before the Con- 
vention, by one burgh against its neighbour, of encroach- 
ments by tradesmen of the burgh complnined against, — 
that is, of tradL'smen doing work outside their own 
burgh, to the detriment of the other; and it may be 
well to explain here, that in these days a tradesman 
of one burgh was not allowed to engage in business 
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in another burgh without also joining the like incor- 
poration in the burgh he wished to have a place of 
business in, or workshop, or to trade there. There 
were also complaints of unfreemen trading within 
burghs. A tradesman or craftsman was obliged to 
enter his particular trade incorporation, and before 
he could engage in business on his own account had 
to execute certain specimens of hia handiwork, and 
" pass " as a master ; and without such licence penalties 
could be inflicted and enforced by the law courts, 
the only exemptions being in favour of those called 
king's freemen, or persons who had served in the army 
or navy, or as volunteers. Down to so late a date' 
as IS+G the incorporations held and maintained, and 
could insist on their privileges ; but free trade principles 
prevailed at last, and all such restrictions were swept 
away by Act of Parliament. 

Burghs of Regality and Barony had been excluded 
from trading privileges conferred on tlie Royal Burghs, 
but in 1672 the former obtained the same privileges; 
and as these were exempt from public taxation, the 
Convention took measures for the restoration of their 
special privileges, and were largely successful by the 
obtaining of an Act of Parliament in 1690. Negotia^ 
tions afterwarilf^ took place between the Royal Burghs 
and Burghs of Regality and Barony, and ultimately, 
in consideration of obtaining efjual privileges, a sum 
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wa.'i to be paid to the former towards the reduction' 
of pubUc taxes levied on the Royal Burghs. 

Another instance is here given of what were called 
grants, gifts, or rights, purchasable from the King 
and Privy Council ; and while one set of the purchasers, 
in the previous illustration, was recouped at the expunae 
of the conimnnity, it does not appear that the purchase 
money paid to King Charles the First was ever repaid, 
in this case, to the Earl of Seaforth. 

On 13th June 1628 a complaint was brought under 
the notice of the Convention, at a general meeting, 
that the Earl of Seaforth had purchased from the King 
a right to erect the burgh of Stomoway, in the Lewes, 
into " ane Royal Burgh, with liberty to him for inbringT 
ing strangers for planting thairof " (inhabiting), and for 
prosecuting the fishings in particular, to the prejudice 
of the adjacent burghs of Tain ami Inverness, and 
diverting trade ; that the land was not to be held of 
the King, hut of his Lordship in feu; that fishing in 
the Isles of the Lewes was open now, but might be 
■closed to other free burghs; that the inbringing of 
strangers to inhabit would hurt the natives. At a 
meeting held on 10th July 1629, after inquiry had 
laeen made into the complaint, it was then stated that 
Hollanders had been contracted with, and fish daily. 
The Convention agreed to appoint a person as deputy 
to the King and Privy Council, to oppose the signatun 
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to the grant; and on the 16th of the same month, Mr 
John Hay, the Common Clerk to the Convention at 
Edinburgh, was appointeil; and on the 27th of Feb- 
ruary the parties concerned were appointed to appear 
before the Council on the lat of March following. — the 
result being that the gift was cancelled; and on the 
10th August the Burghs themselves undertook chaise- 
of the fishings and " get the strangers " removed. 

The Records of the Convention from 1631 until 1M9 
have been either destroyed or mislaid "during the 
troubilsum timea," but there is no doubt that a numbef 
of meetings were held, as an abstract of certain Acts,. 
passed by the Convention between these dates, was dis- 
covered and submitted to the body in 1700. These treat 
of certain districts reserved for fishing on the coa.'jts, and 
also inland lochs ; free fishing on the English coasts ; 
lights on Isle of May, &c.; privileges of shipping ; import- 
ing of victual ; ratifying the Covenant ; none to be ad- 
mitted as burgesses, magistrates, and councillors of 
burghs, but those that have taken the Covenant; David 
Wedder burn's gi'ammar book to he used in all schools ; 
stipend for minister at Campfere, &c. ; directions to con- 
servator there to see that Sabbath was duly kept in that 
town ; customs ; trade privileges, &c., &c. 

At Queensferry, in January KiiO, it was resolved, 
that the Convention meetings be opened with prayer 
by the moderator, " except he brings a minister wiUi 



ROYAL BUKaHS OF SCJOrTLAND. 

Tiim," Approved, on the 3d of July, to begin and 
close with prayer, and every bm^h recommended to 
do so at their meetings. The agent for the Conven- 
tion was instructed to get Commissioners in Parliament 
to press for the obtaining of an Act against dilapida- 
tions of common moors of burghs by conterminous 
proprietors ; lie was also ordered to raise suspensions 
-against unfreemen trading in Kilsyth and Bumsyde, 
Falkirk and Alloway, and obtain rentals of common 
lands. The magistrates of Glasgow, Dumbarton, and 
Irvine were directed to send form of electing their 
magistrates, for their consideration at the next 
ing, under a penalty for non-compliance 

On I3th July an application was made to the Con- 
vention at Edinburgh by the borgh of Queensferry, for 
1 to " repair the Tolbuith, and liberty to sett 
a muir in feu, or otherwise, for helping and aug- 
menting their common good." The first request was 
continued for inquiry, but authoiity was given to sett 
the muir, and produce tack at next meeting. It was 
afterwards reported to the Convention (4th July 1654), 
that the burgh of Queensferry, after setting the common 
muir "to ane skipper for 32 pundis yearlie for 19 years, 
the tenant had assayed to labour it, but fand sic meikle 
difficulties thairin in respec to stanes," as to give it 
up. Commissioners from the burghs of Linlithgow, 
Dunfermline, and Inverkeithing were directed t^ ■v'<-«>- 
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and report, and at Haddington (4th July 1605) com- 
mittee reported that "the common muir did not exceed 
six acres, and was so full of gret stanes, that labour 
thairin wauld exceed profite." The burgh of Perth 
had also made application for leave to fen, and Com- 
missioners from Burghs of Dundee, Cupar, Culross, 
Dunfermline, and Burntisland, or any three of these 
burghs, were appointed to visit and report. Kinghom 
and Burntisland also made requests for aid to repair 
harbours, which were continued for inquiry. It was 
also reported that certain goods shipped to Campfere 
had not been addressed. These were ordered to be 
disposed of, and the sum received therefor to be lent 
on security, — the poor of that port to have the use of 
the interest until the rightful owner appeared. 

At a meeting held in Cupar, on 2d July 10.50, it was 
"resolved by the unexpected approches of the Inglisb 
armies to this Kingdom baith by sea and land, threaten- 
ing no less than the ruin of both except the Lord 
prevent the saymn, and finding themselves obliged in 
conscience to prefer the public weil of the Kirk and 
Kingdome to thair ain private interest, and that the 
affairs now in hand will not convenientlie allow to 
thame sic lang tyme to agitate and conclude upon the 
state of business, thairfoir have prorogated and con- 
tinued to first day of October next." 

The above extract requires little eoinment, shewing 
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aa it does the state the country was in at tlie time; 
and all readers o£ history will know, that for several 
years previous to that date, and for a considerable 
time thereafter, trade and commerce of every descrip- 
tion were in a depressed condition. Civil war had 
raged, and was raging, both in England and Scotland. 
Charles the First had been tried and executed, and 
Oliver Cromwell ruled as Protector o£ the Common- 
wealth of England. On the arrival in Scotland of the 
news of that King's execution, Charles the Second was 
proclaimed as King of Groat Britain, Ii-eland, and 
France, and an army raised in Scotland. Cromwell, 
with the forces of the Commonwealth, at once invaded 
Scotland, and after ultimately defeating the Scotch 
army at Dunbar, took possession of the capital ; and 
ere long the country was almost entirely under his 
rnle, — English officials taking the place of the former 
officers of State, Privy Council, and Parliament, and 
continued so for nearly ten yeai-s. 

The next meeting of the Convention was a general 
one, held in Edinburgh in obedience to " Declaration of 
the Commissioners of the Parliament of the Common- ' 
wealth of England, for the tyme residing at Dalkeith," 
which declaration is of date 25th March 1652. Twenty- 
one representatives of shires and counties had been 
elected, conform to the declaration of Parliament, and 
appointed to "repair to London for perfaytini^ at iks. 
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Union," — Minister, secretary, and councillor- at-law to 
assist, — 1000 pounds granted them to aid in defraying 
expenses. The following were selected as Commis- 
sioners for the whole Barghs : — John Jossie (Bailie), 
Edinburgh ; John Milne, Perth ; Sir Alexander Wedder- 
bum, Aberdeen ; George Cnllun, Stirling ; Andrew 
Glen, St Andrews ; James Sword, Glasgow; and Daniel 
Wallace, Haddington, 

At a meeting of the Convention held in Edinburgh, 
on 30th November 1652, complaints were made from 
St Andrews about the heavy expenses laid upon them 
for the supplying of coal and candles, &a, to soldiers 
stationed there ; and requesting that supplication be 
made by the Convention to General Major Deans (at 
Dalkeith), to order gentry and the heritors in shire to 
relieve burgh, as stock and trade were lost, and also 
to compel coal owners to supply coals at prices pre- 
scribed by Act of Parliament. Deputation sent to 
Dalkeith Palace accoiilingly. 

An Act having been passed by "His Hiennes the Lord 
Protectour, with advice of his Couusail, discharging the 
exportation of skins, wool, hydea, and other commodi- 
ties, and ordaining same to be matle use of at home 
in manufactories," at a meeting of Convention, held oo 
the 3d of November 1654, a letter was specially drawn 
up and signed by Archibald Tod, Provost, as moderator, 
sad hy the C3erk, addressed to the Protector, request- 
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ing liiin to rescind the Act, and likewise the 
imposition on salt, "which had made it altogether 
unuaeEul, looking to tlie low condition of the Burgha 
— continued trouble, trade and shipping being decayed," 
Ac. And on the 8th of same month, " Articles auent 
Tittde " and " Instructions " were forwarded to the 
barghs' representatives in Parliament at London ; and 
in Febrnai-y of the following year, William Thomson, 
general clerk to the Burghs, was " desired to give 
faithful and true information to His Hiennes the Lord 
Protector and bis Council, of the low estate and con- 
dition thair troubilsum t3'mes hes brought tlie Estates 
of the Burghs to." 

At this time neither credit nor money could be had 
in Scotland, and a number of noblemen and othei-s had 
sent missives to the Protector about compelling their 
creditors to take securities over their properties, as o^ 
a valuation of their lands as at 1648, and at twenty 
years' purchase. The Convention met to oppose this,. 
" as most dangerous not only to the whole nation in 
general, but particularly to burghs, destructive to, 
trade — poor orphans and widows." A committee waa- 
appointed to consult with the most able lawyers, " draw ■ 
up a Petition, backed with most formal and pithie, 
r^iasoiis, for stopping such dangerous proceedings ;" 
Agent was directed to pay all necessary charges.. 
Several meetings of the parties took place, and, ««i.'- 
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sideration given to an Aet proposed by the Protects 
Certain changes were ultimately effected on the form 
and etfect of wadsets or bonds. 

At a meeting of the Convention held in Glasgow, on 
24fcli October 1657, a supplication for a patent for the 
erection of the College of Physicians in Edinburgh was 
brought under notice by Dr William Burnet and Dr 
Alexander Rattray, for themselves and in name of the 
physicians in Edinburgh. Differences of opinion took 
place as to certain clauses, and the Convention was not 
satisfied, but the consideration of the supplication was 
^reed to be again given. On 17th December the appli- 
cation was renewed by Dr Robert Cunningham and 
Henry Henderson, and a committee was appointed to 
meet them, consider, and report. The committee and 
applicants met several times, and a report was made to 
the Convention. On 22d July 1658, resolved to get 
patent annulled ; but on 20th January lfi59 a new draft 
was approved of by the committee, old patent was to be 
renounced and cancelled, and new one granted. This 
course was approved of in General Convention, and the 
Commissioners in Parliament instructed to get the same 
carried out. On Hth March the patent was directed to 
be inserted in the General Register, " to remain for ever, 
and thairfoir ordains the saymn to be done." The patent 
runs, " I, Richard, Lord Protectour of the Commonwealth 
of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and the 
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thairto belonging." Few meetmgs of the Convention 
were held during " these troubilsum tymea." 

The first extract of note is under date 30th May ICIiO, 
at the time of the restoration of King Charles the 
Second, when a letter was received from the Conven- 
tion's agent, William Thomson, then at Breda, where the 
King was, stating that he had represented to the King's 
Majesty the constant affection and dutiful respects of the 
Burghs, and that in their names he had presented to his 
Majesty the sum of f 1000 sterling as n small token thereof, 
whichhad received a gracious acceptance from hisMaje.sty. 
The letter was approved of, and the other Bui-ghs 
ordained to pay their proportion of the donation. Next 
day it was minuted, "that seeing it has pleased Cod to 
call home the King's Majesty to his just rights and 
power of his three kingdoms, that it is now in their 
power to appoint General Conventions, denied them in 
preceding years hy those in authority." Afterwards a 
letter was framed and sent the King, congratulating him 
on his arrival in England. 

On the 14th September it was resolved, that the 
expenses of the Commissioners attending the meet- 
ings of the Three Estates he paid. And at the 
present day it is proposed that the expenses of Member.s 
of Parliament be defrayed by the county or burgh 
sending them. 

Another congratulatory letter was sent to tlw, "fii-NflL,, 
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enclosed in one to Lord Lauderdale, requesting him to 
■present address to hia Majesty. 

Sir Robert Murray, Knight, Lord Justice Clerk of 
Scotland, then at the Court in London, was, on 12th 
March 1662, appointed to aet for the Convention, and 
€oncur with the Noble and Potent Loi-d the Earl of 
Lauderdale, his Majesty's Secretary of State for Scot- 
land, in prosecuting their just interests in commerce, and 
■" Instructions " regarding tliese were at same time sent. 

At a meeting held in Perth, on 2d July 1673, a com- 
munication was read from the Lord Lyon King-at-Arms, 
" anent the matriculating of the Arms of the Royal 
Eui^hs;" and it was then resolved, that all such be regis- 
tered in the Lyon's books, so that an exti-act could be 
given furth thereof, and all the burghs were directed to 
take such extracts. 

An agreement for making Dort, or Dortreicht, a staple 
port, instead of Oampfere, had, amongst other matters, 
been brought before a meeting, held on 7th July 1669, 
and acquiesced in; but Campfere was restored to its 
original position as the staple port, at meeting in 1675. 

A verbal address from the Convention was, on 21st 
November 1679, agreed to be made to the Duke of 
Albany and York, then residing in Holyrood Palace ; and' 
in following year a grand banquet was given the Duke 
and his Duchess, the Princess Anne, by the burgh of 
Edinburgh, at a coat of 15,{>00 pounds Scots. The Duke 
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and Duchess, with retinue, left Holyrood Palace for 
London in May 1682; and on 12th Feliruaiy 168i, on 
the death of Chai-les the Second, the Duke succeeded to- 
the throne as James the Seventh of Scotland and Second 
of England. 

. The town of Kelso having suffered severely by an.- 1 
accidental fire, and the Privy Council having " recona* I 
mended the inhabitants thereof to the universall chariti* J 
of the whole kingdom for ane voluntar contribution for 
a help and aupplie of their sad and destitute condition," 
the Convention, on 4th July 1684, " does earnestly recom- 
mend to the whole Burghs that has not already made 
their collection for the said toune of Kelso, that they 
speedily make the said contribution in the same manner 
as the Bui^h of Edinburgh colleeteil the same, which was 
by impowering their elders and deacons to go from 
familie to familie to receive the said contribution." 

On 21st April 1685, an address was sent to the King, 
"On the extraordinary joy we have upon your sacred 
Majesty's happy auceeasion to the Crown of your royal 
ancestors," &c. One was also sent to his Grace his 
Majesty's High Commissioner. 

,, On the 7th of July 1G86, the Convention took into- 
consideration a petition presented to them by the 
Master, Governors, Assistants, and other membej's of the 
Scots Corporation at London, craving that the present 
g^ernl Convention would, for the reasons at length aet 
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forth in the said petitaon, " grant ane charitable s 
to the said Corporatitm, for ane help towards the supphe 
and maintenance of many distressed Scotsmen that 
happens to repair to the city of London frequently, i 
otiter indigent Scots men that resides therein;" whl 
being considered, and they finding that several noblemil 
gentlemen, and others have in a lai^e measure extended' 
their charity to the said Corporation, and that the Royal 
Burghs, conceiving they ought not to be short in extt 
ing their charity for promoting and maintaining so g 
and pioos a work, unanimously agreed to bestow £31 
sterling." 

On the 3d of July 1688, at a meeting held i 
hoTgh, Sir Magnus Prince, Lord Provost of the burgK^ 
and the preses of the meeting, was appointed to proceed 
to London with an address to King James the Seventh 
and his Queen, on the occasion of the birth of a prince. 
Sir Magnus Prince's expenses to be paid by the Burghs, 
On the 10th of November, he was allowed £«00 in con- 
^dei'ation of his good, pi-ofitable, and acceptable services, 
to the benefit and advantage of the Burghs ; bat o 
15th of July following, this grant was annulled i 
general meeting, on the ground that no particular c 
ventiou could lay on burdens without special wai 
from the General Convention. On the 20th of i 
month, £300 was allowed. Some payments had 1 
made to Sir Magnus Prince while in London, 



"balance was said to be due by him, after reduction ofti 
the original grant of £«00 to £300. On the 10th . 
July ISyi, an application was made by Dame Isobf 
Gourlay or Prince, his widow, for herself and childi-enj 
narrating what her husband had done when in Londoi 
as representative of the Eurgha, and the heavy expense* 
he had been put to, and asking for payment of tlM 
balance of the original sum as voted. The a^nt of th« 
Convention was instructed to stop further proceedit 
against the widow and children for repayment of tb* 
excess over the last vote (£300) paid to her husbandj 
but only on condition that the claim for alleged balai 
of original sum voted should he given up. 

Several letters from the Convention to the King, i 
the great decay of trade in the burghs, by the inipositioi|i 
of new burdens, and for reduction of these, ajid com 
plaints as to dues levied on Scotch coal at Newcastle c 
way to England, &a,-were aent, aa also to the Earl < 
Milport, Seeretaiy of State. Eepliea were received a 
considered at meetings of the Convention. 

On 14th March 16S9, the Three Estates of the Seottis 
Pai'liament had resolved and declai^ed, that James the 
Seventh of Scotland and Second of England had, by his 
abdication, forfeited his right to the Crown. A new 
king ruled ; the expenditure made in the previous year, 
and the address of congratulation by the Convention c^b 
Royai Burghs to tfie then ruler, were useless ; hut t 



widow and chiMren of Sir Magnus Prince were marie the 
sutferers of her husband's good and profitable aer\-ice to 
the body. 

■ On 15th July 1689, a petition from the Convention 
was forwarded to the King and Queen, for redress of 
certain " grievances " of the Burghs, and a long list of 
these are set forth. 

On 14th July 1C90, Sir James Ogilvie and Sir William 
Hamilton, advocate, Commissioners for the Royal Burghs, 
were allowed £800 for attending to the Burgh affairs 
in London, " Burghs not being in condition to give more 
at present." 

At a general meeting held in Edinburgh, on 10th July 
1691, various business matters were disposed of. Amongst 
others, a supplication was given in by John Anderson, 
Provost of Glasgow, in name and on behalf of that 
burgh, narrating that "when the Toun of Glasgow hav- 
ing of a con.siderable time bygone flourished in trade and 
inhabitants, and paid a large share of the public burdens 
due and payable by the State of Burghs, true it is, that 
of late the said Burgh has become altogether incapable 
of subsistence in regard of these heavy burdens that lie 
thereupon, occasioned by the va.st sums that have been 
borrowed by the late Magistrates, and the misapplying 
and dilapidation of the Town's patrimony in suffering 
their debt to swell, and employing the common stock for 
their own sinistrous ends and uses, wherein, if the 



Petitioner shoulJ be express in the particular, it would 
exceedingly tend to the dishonour and disparagement of 
those whose duty it was to have been the patriots and 
supporters of the pJace ; but without any design to 
reflect or expatiate upon their miadenaeanours, the 
Petitioner humbly represents that there is an absolute 
and indispensable necessity for the present Magistrates 
to sell and dispose of a great part of their patrimony, 
especially the Lands and Eai'ony of Provan, towards the 
defraying of their most urgent and pressing debts ; and 
without doing thereof, they cannot propose any personal 
security from the Towns Creditors, nor will there be any 
persona found to represent the Town in the office of 
Magistracy till they be secured from legal diligence, 
which can only be done by disposing of their patiimony 
to a present sale, and therefore desiring the Convention 
to interpose theii' authority, and grant warrant to tb< 
present Magistrates and Council of Glasgow to sell ant 
dispone their said lands of Provan, and such other lands 
or feu duties as belong to them, to be employed for pay- 
ment of the foresaid debts, as the Supplication hears 
which having been coufiidered, they interposed theiJB 
authority, and " gi'anted wan-ant to the present Magi 
tratea to sell and dispone their said lands of Provan, i 
be employed for payment of the debts owing be the sai 
Burgh of Glasgow." 

Various meetings of the Convention were held betwixW 
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this date and 1ij95, and a great deal of general buain 
attended to, — a proposal to establish a linen manu- 
factory in Scotland by some London merchants. 
Petitions were sent the King against the monopoly 
and praying him not to grant any such patent. Answer 
was received, that nothing would be done "to the 
prejudice or monopolizing of the trade or manufacture 
of that our ancient kingdom," &c 

The trade and commerce of the Scottish nation with 
foreign countries had greatly increased since the acces- 
sion of King James the Sixth to the throne of England, 
but free intercourse in trade between the latter king- 
dom and Scotland had not been carried into operation ; 
and the spirit of jealousy of the English traders, and 
the inhabitants of that kingdom at large, which had 
existed in the days of King Edward the First, still 
remained. 

At a meeting of the Three Estates of the Scottis 
Parliament held in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh, on 26th 
Jime 1695, amongst other business transacted assent 
was given to an Act for a company trading to Africa 
and the Indies (now better known as the Darien 
Colony Scheme), It had most extensive powers and 
privileges conferred under its charter by the Scottish 
Parliament, which was then independent of that of 
England, although both kingdoms had the conducting 
of its own affair's ami internal management. The com- 
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pany were to be not only traders and manufacturers, 
but colonists ; liad authority to fit out vessels of war 
for the protection of its trade and colonies, wherever 
they might be established ; make alliances abroad ; and, 
in fact, every power to prosecute the purposes of the 
company. It was intended to raise the capital both in 
England and Scotland, and likewise abroad where the 
Scottish trade was carried on, lint the old jealousy of 
the English traders was aroused, and every obstacle 
was thrown in the way, and the original intention to 
raise the capital in this way was frustrated and had 
to be abandoned. The people of Scotland were deter- 
mined, however, to carry out the project ; and although 
the country was comparatively poor, the national spirit 
and commercial enterprise were excited, and in despite 
of all outside opposition, the subscription list for shares 
was readily taken up, — all classes of society joining 
therein, — and the amount was subscribed for before the 
closing of the list had arrived, the capital being about 
£400,000, and the company commenced operations in 
May 1696. Manufactures of various kinds were started 
throughout the kingdom, and great impetus given to 
trade. The head or chief offices of the company were 
built in Edinburgh, and were situated in what is now 
Bristo Place, and the colonisation projects were after- 
wards begun. Representations for recognition of the 
company by the English Parliament and King had 
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been in vain sought for ; instead of recognition, 
waa disowned, and the company stated not to have 
the sanction of Enjjland. The Convention of Royal 
Burghs, which held £3000 worth of stock in the com- 
pany, encouraged the etforts of the Scottish Parliament 
to obtain the desired countenance of the English Par- 
liament and King William, and addresses were also 
forwarded to the King himself. It is needless to go 
into detail of what occurred — the sad fate that 'befell 
the colony and the company itself ; the failure of which 
being attributed to the English nation, caused bitter 
and hostile feeling in Scotland, and at one time 
threatened to cause an entire separation of the two 
kingdoms. The ruin of the shareholders, and the dis- 
content occasioned by the conduct of the English 
Parliament, and that Government's whole proceedings, 
for long retarded the union of the two kingdoms, and 
it wfis only after concessions made by England that 
such was accompli shell. 



At a Convention held in Edinburgh, on 22d July 
1695, the burgh of Queensferry was voted 200 merks 
towards the repair of their harbour and pier; and at 
a meeting there on the 4th of December of same year, 
it was stated that a proposal or design for setting up 
" a flsherie in the kingdom of Englan<l " had been 
there, and the like proposal for one in 
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Scotland was brought forward. It was agreed to be 
afterwards considered, and whether all the burghs 
should be partners, or only such as those that were 
"willing to join. Several meetings were afterwards 
held thereanent. In 1698, a number of the burghs 
were gi-anted various sums to aid in the erection of 
schools, bridges, and other useful purposes. Inverurie 
received 200 merks for repairs, and in defending church 
and churchyard from overHows by the river. Lanark 
was allowed i>00 merka for sundry requirements. The 
"burgh of Edinburgh, at a meeting held there on the 
24th July, petitioned, "that the condition of the burgh 
was auch as, without the Convention shall be pleased 
to take them tinder consideration and provide some 
means for their subsistence, they will be in danger of 
utter ruin ; and being the metropolitan of the nation, 
who has always been ready and still resolved to 
support their neighbour burghs, pray the Convention 
to fall upon such methods as may tend to their pre- 
servation." The application was appointed to be 
considered, and to head missive of notice for next 
meeting. On 9th July 1700, £300 was allowed Edin- 
burgh, on report of a committee, " anent the repre- 
sentation given in by the good town, and as a small 
gratuity in consideration of their losses and damages ;" 
claim to be further considered. In July 1701, other 
£500 was granted. On 9th July lf)9S, an apf^lication. 
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from the Marischal College, Aberdeen, for assistance 
towards the repair of the buildings, was considered, 
and £100 granted ; 2000 pounds Scots was also allowed 
to the burgh for repair of the pier. 

On the 10th of February 1690, before a meeting 
in Edinburgh, a proposal was submitted by James 
Donaldson, "anent the publishing of ane Edinhurgk 
Gazette." Resolved, " that the committee appointed by 
the meeting should give him such encouragement as 
they should think fit, they always advancing no 
money, but remit that part to the General Conven- 
tion." In July, £30 was voted for his encouragement to 
continue publishing the Edinburgh Gazette, until the 
meeting of the next Convention, and to recommend all 
the Royal Burghs to agree with Mr Donaldson for the 
furnishing them with the Neu-a and Gazette by post. 

The Edinhittyh Gazette became a success, was pur- 
chased by the Government, and is at present time carried 
on as an official paper, in conjunction with the London 
and Dublin Gazettes. Some years ago an attempt was 
made by the Government to extinguish the Gazette, as b, 
separate paper ; but public feeling in Scotland was 
strongly opposed to the measure, and it was allowed to 
remain. A fit of political economy was the gi'ound 
urged for its extinction, but "centralisation" was the true 
cause. 

Differences having arisen between Glasgow and Dum- 
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barton as to dues levied by the latter on ships going to 
Glasgow, a, contract or agreement was come to, to settle 
their disputes. The terms of the contract were sub- 
mitted to the Convention, who, on the 9th July 1700, 
ratified the same. 

At a general meeting, held on 9th July 1701, the sum 
of £800 Scots was authorised to be paid to Mr Eneas 
M'Leod. late general clerk, for completing Acts, Statutes, 
and Constitutions, and making an abbreviate recording 
"whole reports of burghs made by Visitora, with an 
index, all produced in their presence. Present circum- 
stances of Burghs will not allow them to gratify him as 
his services deser\'e9." 100 merks were also voted to be 
paid to him " for w^riting the said books." 

The Secretaries of State for Scotland were allowed 
"pensions " from the Convention, of 2000 merks annually. 
In a representation from the Earl of Melville, that dur- 
ing the time he had been Secretary of State he had not 
got his pension for two or three years, same was directed 
to be paid him.— 13th July 1609. 

On the 17th of October 1702, a general meeting of the 
Convention was held in Edinburgh, for considering as to 
the Act of Union betwixt the two kingdoms, when 
"Advices" were given to the Commissioners appointed 
to represent the Burghs in Parliament, that "they were 
to be careful in the preservation of the Presbyterian 
government of the Church as presently established, and 
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other privileges; government of the Kingdom by { 
own Laws and Constitution ; the free communication of 
Trade betwixt the two Kingdoms of Scotland ajid Eng- 
land ; and particularly as to the Plantations in the East 
Indies," &c. &c., and the Commissioners were frequently 
urged to give due attention to these instructions. Also 
300 merks were allowed to the St Leonard's College in 
St Andrews towards the reparation of the same. 

A petition to the General Convention was, on the 13th 
of July 1705, presented by the magistrates and council 
of Forfar, as to "a riot committed by several neighbour- 
ing gentlemen upon the magistrates of the said bur^h, at 
the cross and upon the High Street thereof; that on 
account of the poverty of the Burgh at the present time 
they could not afford to prosecute the offenders, and 
craving assistance from the other Burghs." A com- 
mittee was appointed, to see that justice was ob- 
tained by the burgh ; and the agent was authorised to 
advance such sums as the committee saw fit for such 
purpose. 

On the 7th of February of the following year, a letter 
was submitted from Her Majesty Queen Anne to the 
Lords of the Treasury, anent the Burghs contributing to 
the expense of outrigging of the ship " Royat William " 
for war, when the Burghs, in General Convention, agreed 
to advance certain sums. On the 4th of July, also at 
Edinburgh, an address to the Queen, " upon the great 



and glorious successes obtained by your conquering 
annies in the Netherlands, ander the wise conduct of 
your valiant and victorious General, the Duke of Marie- 
borough," &c,, was agreed to. Another address was. 
shortly after sent, on the occasion of the " great advan-T 
"tages gained in Spain hy the Earl of Peterborough and' 
Galioway." 

The inhabitants of Scotland to a great oxtent iTeing. 
against the contemplated terms of the Treaty of Uaiion 
between the kingdom and that of England, on account of 
the proposal to have only one Parliament for both, and 
that to be held in London, — thus doing away with the 
Scottish Pai'liament, which hitherto had had the fram- 
ing of the laws and otherwise the entire control and 
management of all affairs pertaining to Scotland as a 
nation, the consequent removal of state officials to 
London, the centralisation of public offices there, and 
thereby causing decrease of ti-ade in Scotland,— riots, 
skirmishes with the military, fightings, and breaking the-, 
windows of the houses of those supposed to be favour- 
able to the Treaty, then in course of adjustment by the 
Commissioners, and other methods of showing discontent, 
were of frequent occurrence in the capital and all 
districts of Scotland. Thirty-one Commissioners for 
^gland had been appointed, and the like number for 
Scotland, and when the conditions of the Treaty, 
Articles of Union, as agreed on by the Commissionei 
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and signed by twenty-seven English and twonty-a 
Scotch Commissi on era, became fully known, the heavy 
burdens hi the way of excise and custom duties, the pro- 
portion payable by Scotland of the National Debt of 
England (Scotland having no debt of its own), and the 
small number of representatives allowed to it in the 
united Parliament in proportion to that of England, great 
excitement and disturbances took place. Petitions against 
the ratification by ParUament were sent in from almost 
every town and burgh in Scotland to the Three Estates. 
The Convention of Royal Burghs, although represented 
there, sent in a special petition to the following effect: — 

"'• NoTflmliBr 1706. 

" To His Grace, Her Majesty's High Commissioner and 

the Right Honourable the Estates of Parliament, 

the Address of the Commissioners to the General 

Convention of the Royal Burrows of this ancient 

Kingdom, convened the 29th of October last, upon 

the great concern of the Union proposed betwixt 

Scotland and England, for concerting such measures 

as should he esteemed proper for them to take, with 

relation to their trade and other concerns. 

" Humbly Sheweth,— That as by the claim of right it 

is the privilege of all subjects to petition, so at this time 

we being mostly impowered by our constituents, and 

knowing the sentiments of the people wo represent, it is 

oar indisputable duty to signify to your Grace, and the 
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Honourable Estates of Parliament, that as we are not I 
against an honourable and safe union with England, con-' I 
sisting with the being of this Kingdom and Parliament 1 
thereof, without which we conceive neither our religiousJ 
nor our civil interests and trade, as we now by law enjoy I 
them, can be secured to us and our posterity, far less can I 
we expect to have the condition o£ the people of Scot--! 
land, with relation to these great concerns, made better J 
and improvcn without a Scots Parliament : I 

"And seeing by the Articles of Union, now under J 
the consideration of the Honourable Estates of Pai-lia- I 
ment, it is agreed that Scotland and England shall bel 
united into one kingdom, and that the united king- I 
doms be imited by one and the same Parliament, by 
which our monarchy is suppressed, our Pai'Uament 
extinguished, and, in consequence, our religion. Church 
government, claim of right, laws, hberties, trade, and 1 
all that is dear to us, daily in danger of being'. 1 
encroached upon, altered, or wholly subverted, by thel 
English, in a British Parliament, wherein the mean-<J 
representation allowed for Scotland can never signifyrl 
in securing to us the interest reserved by us, or granted I 
to us by the English : I 

" And by these Articles our poor people are mad& I 
:^ble to the EngKsh taxes, which is a certain unsup- I 
portable burden, considering that the trade proposed I 
is uncertain, involved, and wholly precaiioua, especially I 



when regulated as to export and import by the laws 
of England, and under the same prohibitions and 
restrictions, customs and duties ; And considering that 
the most considerable branches of our trade are differ- 
ing from those of England ; and are, and may be yet 
more discouraged by their laws ; and that all the 
concerts of trade and our interest are, after the union, 
subject to such alterations as the Parliament of Great 
Britain shall think fit : 

" We therefore supplicate your Grace, and the 
Honourable Estates of Parliament, and do assuredly 
expect that ye will not conclude such an incorporate 
union, as is contained in the Articles proposed, but 
that ye will support and maintain the true Reformed 
Protestant religion and Church j:;overnment, as by law 
established ; the sovereignty and independency of this 
ci'own and kingdom; and the rights and privileges of 
Parliament, which have been generously asserted by you 
in the session of this present Parliament : And do 

farther pray, that effectual means may be used for 
defeating the designs and attempts of all Popish pre- 
tenders whatsoniever to the succession of this crown 
and kingdom, and for securing this nation against all the 
attempts and encroachments that may be made by any 
persons whatsomev-er upon the sovereignty, religion, 
laws, liberties, trade, and quiet of the same ; And 
■we promise to maintain with our lives and fortunes 
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all these, valuable things, in opposition to all Popish 
and other enemies whatsomever, according to our law8-j 
and claim of right. 

" Signed by order and in presence of the Convention 
by Sam. M'Lellan, Preses." 

The feeling of discontent above referred to again 
broke out, when the Scottish Parliament, which as- 
sembled on 3d October 1706 and continued its sittings- 
until the 25th of March 1707, by a majority of 110' 
to 69, sanctioned the terms of the union, serious dis- 
turbances occurring throughout the whole country. 
That feeling was fostered, and aided in the Jacobite 
" riainga " of 1715 and 1745, which resulted in the- 
ruin of the party. 

From the Ihfc day of May 1707, England and Scotland 
were declared to " be then and for ever after united 
into one kingdom, under the name of Great Britain," 
having one Parliament for both. An Act was also 
passed for establishing the Protestant religion and 
Presbyterian Church government, within Scotland ; and 
by the tenor of the said Act 'it was to be inserted in 
the Act ratifying the Treaty, and expressly declaring it 
to be a fundamental and essential condition of the said 
Treaty of Union in all time coming. 

"The Act Katifying and Approving the Treaty of the 
Two Kingdoms of Scotland and England, January 10, 
1707," is to the following etiect : — 



COHVENTION OF 

The first Article provides, " that the two kingiloms of 
England and Scotland shall, upon the first day of May 
which shall be in the year 1707, and for ever after, 
be united into one kingdom, by the name of Great 
Biitain; and that the ensigns-armorial of the said United 
Kingdom be such as her Majesty shall appoint, and the 
crosses of St George and St Andrew be conjoined in such 
manner as her Majesty shall think fit, and be used in all 
flags, banners, standards, and ensigns, both at sea and 
land." 

Article 11. provided, " that the succession of the 
monareh to the United Kingdom of Great Britain, and 
of the dominions thereto belonging, after her most sacred 
Majesty, and in default of issue of her Majesty, to remain 
and continue to the most excellent Princess Sophia, 
Electress and Duchess-Dowager of Hanover, and the 
heirs of her body being Protestants, upon whom the 
crown of England is settled by an Act of Parliament 
made in England in the twelfth year of the reign of his 
late Maje.sty King William the Third, entitnled. An Act 
for the further limitation of the crown, and better secur- 
ing the rights and liberties of the subjects; and that all 
papists, and persons marrying papists, shall be excluded 
from, and for ever be incapable to inherit, possess, or 
enjoy the Imperial Crown of Great Britain and the 
dominions thereto belonging, or any part thereof ; and in 
every such cane the crown and government shall from 
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time to tiiue descend to and be enjoyed l>y sucli person, 
laeing a Protestant, as should have inherited and enjoyed 
the same in case such papist or person marrying a papist 
waa naturally dead, according to the provision for the 
descent of the crown of England made hy another Act of 
Pai'liaraent in England in the first year of the reign of 
their iate Majesties King "William and Queen Mary, 
entituled, An Act declaiming the rights and liberties of the 
subject, and settling the succession of the crown." 

Article III. "That the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain be represented by one and the same Parliament, 
to be styled the Parliament of Great Britaift." 

Article IV. "That all the subjects of the United 
dom of Great Britain shall, from and after the Union, 
have full freedom and intercourse of trade and naviga- 
tion, to and from any port or place within the said United 
Kingdom and the dominions and plantation.s thereto be- 
longing ; and that there be a communication of all other 
rights, privileges, and advantages which do or may 
belong to the subjects of either kingdom, except where 
it is otherwise expressly agreed on in these Articles." 

Ai-ticle V. provided, " that all ships or vessels belong- 
ing to her Majesty's subjects of Scotland at the date of 
ratifying the Treaty of Union of the two kingdoms in 
the Parliament of Scotland, though foreign built, be 
deemed and pass as ships of the build of Great Britain ; 
the owner, or where there are more owners, one or more 
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of the owners, within twelve months after the first day 
of May next, making oath that at the time of ratifying 
the Treaty of Union in the Parhaioent of Scotland, the 
same did in whole or in pai-t helong to him or them, or 
to some other subject or subjects in Scotland, to be pai-ti- 
cularly named, with the place of their respective abodes, 
and that the same iloth then at the time of the said de- 
position wholly belong to him or them, and that no 
foreigner directly or indirectly hath any share, part, or 
interest therein ; which oath shall be made before the 
chief officer or officers of Customs in the port next to the 
abode of the said owner or owners, and the said officer or 
officers shall bo empowered to administer the said oath, 
and the oath being so administered shall be attested by 
the officer or officers who administered the same, and 
being registered by the said officer or officers, shall be 
delivered to the master of the ship for security of his 
navigation ; and a duplicate thereof shall be transmitted 
by the said officer or officers to the chief officer or officers 
of the Customs in the Port of Edinburgh, to be there 
entered in a register, and from thence to be sent to the 
Poi't of London, to he there entered in the general re- 
gister of all trading ships belonging to Great Britain" 

Ai'tiele VI., relating to trade, declared " that all ports 
of the United Kingdom, from and after the Union, shall 
have the same allowances, encouragements, and draw- 
backs, and be under the same prohibitions, restrictions. 
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and regulations of trade, and liable to the same customs 
and duties on impoi-ts and exports, and that Scots cattle | 
te liable in no other iluties." The clause also treated a 
to the importation of victual from Ireland. 

Article VIL related to excise duties, which were to 
"be the same in Scotland as those levied in Enfjland, 
except in certain qualities of beer or ale in Scotland, 
therein defined. 

Article VIII. treated as to duties on salt, flesh ex- 
ported, curing o£ herring, &c. I 

The duties levied under Article VIL were the cause of 
much discontent in Scotland, and created serious dis- 
turbances. Those levied by the Scottish Parliament 
had been very light, while the excise duties in England 
were extremely heavy. 

Article IX. was one under which the proptwtion of 
land tax to be borne by Scotland was fixed. It was ad- j 
mitted at the time that the Commissioners of Scotland < 
had made a good arrangement as to this tax. But it 
haa been altered, Scotland paying her equal share of 
taxation, or rather more than her share. 

Articles X. to XIV. inclusive, fixed dues on vellumi 
window tax, duties on coals, eulme, cinders, and malt. 

Article XV. provided as to the equality of trade 
throughout the United Kingdom ; as to duties and cua^ J 
toms; equivalent to Scotland as to payment of i 
^National Debt of England ; uses to which t 
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money was to be applied ; provision to provide against 
loss to persons having Scotch coin by reason of the 
change to that of English currency. This Article also 
contaiued a clause, "That the capital stock or fund of 
the African and Indian Company of Scotland advanced, 
together with the interest of the said capital stock after 
the rate of five per cent, per annum from the respective 
terms of the payment thereof, shall be paid to the share- 
holders;" upon payment of which capital stock and 
interest, it was made a stipulation, and agreed, that the 
said company be dissolved and cease ; and also, that from 
the time of passing an Act of Parliament for raising the 
sum of capital stock, £398,085, 10s., the said company 
shall neither trade nor grant licence to trade. It also 
provided, that if the said stock and interest shall not be 
paid in twelve months after the commencement of the 
Union, the said company may from thence forward trade 
and give licence to trade, until the above capital stock 
and interest shall be paid ; provision made as to public 
debt of Scotland being adjusted by Parliament; sums 
granted towards the encouraging and promotion of the 
manufacture of coarse wool ; fisheries and such other 
iuiprovement'i and manufactures in Scotland as might 
most conduce to the general good of the United Kingdom ; 
Commissioners to be appointed for carrying out same. 

Mention has been made of the African and Indian 
Company of Scotland, and what befell it through the 
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opposition and jealousy of the English trailing com- 
munity and Govei-nment. The sum here allowed under 
the Treaty was poor recompense to the shareholders, and 
given by the English Government in the hope thereby 
of soothing the public of Scotland at the time. 

Article XVI. " That from and after the Union the coin 
shall be of the same standard and value throughout thft' 
United Kingdom as now in England, and a Mint shail he 
continued in Scotland under the same rules as the Mint 
in England, and the present officers of the Mint con- 
tinued, subject to such regulations and alterations as her 
Majesty, her heira or successors, or the Parliament of 
Great Britain, shall think fit." The Mint has been taken 
away. 

Article SVII. made provisions as to the uniformity of 
weights and measures throughout the United Kingdom. 

Article XVIII. " That the laws concerning the regula- 
tion of trade, customs, and such excises to which Scot- 
land is by virtue of the Treaty to be liable, be the same 
in Scotland from and after the Union as in England ; 
and that all other laws in use within the Kingdom of 
Scotland do, after the Union and notwithstanding 
thereof, remain in the same force, except such as are 
contrary to or inconsistent with the Treaty," &c. 

Article XIX That the Court of Session, or College 
of Justice, do, after the Union, and notwithstanding 
thereof, remain in all time coming within Scotland, as it 
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with the same authority and privileges as before the 
Union, subject nevertheless to such regulations for the 
better administraticm of justice as shall be made by the 
Pai'liumeiit of Gr«at Britain; and that hereafter none 
shall be uamed by her Majesty, or her royal successors, 
to be Ordinary Lords of Session, but such who have 
servod ia the College of Justice as advocates, or princi- 
pal Clerks of Session for the space of five years, or as 
Writei':^ to the Signet for the space of ten years ; with 
this provision, that no Writers to the Signet be capable 
to K' admitted a Loi'd of the Session unless he undergo 
a private and public trial on the civil law before tiie 
Faculty of Advocates, and be found by them qualified 
for the said office two years before he be named to be a 
Lord of tho Session, yet so as the qualifications made, or 
to Ik- made, for capacitating pei'sons to be named Lords 
Oi-diiiary of Syawion, may be altered by the Parliameoit 
of Groat Britain ; Courts of Justiciary, Admiralty Juris- 
dictioiiH, aud other inferior Courts, to remain in all time 
within Sowtlaiid." Ami the Article also contains a 
declaratioit, lliat " QO t'uiises in Scotland be cognisable by 
the Coarta of Chancery, Queen's Bench, Common Pleaa, 
nr any othi-r Court in Westminster Hall ; and that the 
iMJd courts, or any other of the like nature, after the 
Uaion, shall have no power to cognosce, reverse, or alt^ 
tho acts or JtenU^iW* of the judicatures within Scotland. 
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or stop the execution of the same ; and that there be a 
Court of Exchequer in Scotland, after the Union, for 
deciding questions concerning the revenues and customs 
and excise, these having the same power and authority 
in such cases as the Court of Exchequer in Scotland hath ; 
power of passing signatures, gifts, tutoris, and in other 
things as the Court of Exchequer at present in Scotland 
hath ; and that the Court of Exchequer that now is in 
Scotland do remain, until a novr Court of Exchequer be 
settled by Parliament of Great Britain after the Union ; 
and that after the Union the Queen's Majesty and her 
royal successors may continue a Privy Council in Scot- 
land, for preserving the public peace and order, until the 
Parliament of Great Britain shall think fit to alter it, «J 
establish any other effectual method for that end." I 

Article XX. provided that heritable jurisdiction*, ^ 
superiorities, offices, heritable jurisdiction offices for 
life, and jurisdictions for life, be reserved to the owners 
thereof. 

Article XXI. " That the rights and privileges of the 
Royal Burghs in Scotland, as they now are, do remain 
entii-e after the Union, and notwithstanding thereof." 

Article XXII. provides for the election of sixteen 
Representative Peers from Scotland to sit in the House 
of Lords, and forty-five Members to sit in the Commons, 
Members to take oath, &c. 

The small number of peers for the House of Lords 



